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Greece Seeks U.S. Support on Macedonia, 
Reassures EU 


BR2812150293 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 27 Dec 93 p 4 


[Article by Frans van Hasselt: “Athens Trying To Dispel 
European Union's Concern”] 


[Text] Athens, 27 Dec—In different ways, the govern- 
ment in Athens is trying to dispel the concern about the 
oncoming Greek presidency which has seized the Euro- 
pean Union [EU]. The other EU countries are particu- 
larly concerned about the prospects of Greece taking 
advantage of its presidency during the first half of 1994 
in order to highlight its own priorities, such as shielding 
itself against Turkey, sympathy for and compassion with 
Serbia, favoring Cyprus, and, most of all, bracing against 
Macedonia—which in the Greeks’ opinion should not 
bear that name. 


Greek European Affairs Minister Theodoros Pangalos 
went to great lengths in order to reassure the others about 
the last issue. He said that the Greek presidency would 
certainly not be dominated by the “Skopje issue,” and he 
waved aside a wild proposal by ultranationalist leader 
Samaras to veto the accession of Sweden and Finland 
because these countries established diplomatic relations 
with Skopje. 


For the first time, he labeled the problem of Macedonia’s 
name a “bilateral” issue. A remarkable statement, con- 
sidering the fact that Athens has always objected to 
direct negotiations with its northwestern neighbor. 


For two years, Athens held on to the fiction that the 
naming issue had an international character and that its 
solution was to be based on “solidarity within the 
European Community,” which had stipulated in one of 
its statements (Lisbon, June 1992) that the word Mace- 
Jdonia should be barred from the new republic’s name. 
This month, however, six of the European Union's other 
eleven states proceeded to establish diplomatic relations 
with Skopje, the capital of the “former Yugoslav 
republic of Macedonia” (FYROM) and the name under 
which the republic joined the United Nations with 
general assent, including that of Greece. Indeed, Athens 
considered this decision to be a “provisional” one. 


After an outburst of anger, the Papandreou government 
has now come to terms with the situation, keeping in 
mind British Foreign Affairs Minister Hurd’s promise. 
The latter stated wryly that the “six” might use their 
newly established diplomatic relations in order to arouse 
Skopje’s sympathy for the Greek position. 
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Athens is perfectly aware that such sympathy among the 
six is almost nonexistant. Most government leaders— 
especially German Chancellor Kohl—use the name 
“Macedonia” as they please, and there are hardly any 
signs that these countries are losing any sleep over 
certain articles in Skopje’s Constitution, i.e., over the use 
of the Greek sun of Vergina in the flag, and over the new 
school books, in which Alexander the Great is depicted 
as the greatest—and non-Greek—Macedonian leader, 
and the Olympus as the central Macedonian mountain 
range. 


Pangalos had already resigned to the fact that the Euro- 
pean Union is not an ally in the naming issue—he spoke 
of a lost case—but there is one last international straw 
which Athens is grasping at: the United States. Wash- 
ington has already hinted that it will not, for the time 
being, follow the European example—over which issue 
the White House seems to be at odds with the State 
Department—and Yeoryios Papandreou, Greek deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, the prime minister's son, 
made a long, and apparently effective, tour through the 
United States. 


On 14 January, Andreas Papandreou will meet with 
President Clinton in Brussels and a visit to Washington 
is scheduled for March. Since the new Greek Govern- 
ment acceded to power last October, it has adopted a 
remarkably pro-U.S. attitude, and it is unlikely that 
Clinton will be willing to disturb the idyll before spring 
by establishing diplomatic relations with the FYROM, 
following Europe’s example. 

The Greeks hope that the Americans will formulate prior 
conditions, for instance at least the removal of the Greek 
sun from the flag. The Greek prime minister and his son 
have, both in their own way, suggested that such conces- 
sions might clear up the atmosphere in what has become 
a “bilateral issue,” and could even lead to a direct 
dialogue. 

The prime minister links these statements to the veiled 
threat that, in the absence of any goodwill gestures, 
Greece could boycott the young republic economically 
by closing its borders and/or by denying access to the 
port of Thessaloniki. However, almost everyone believes 
that this is inconceivable, in view of Greece's interna- 
tional reputation, especially during its presidency. 

It is equally unlikely that President Gligorov will make 
concessions with regard to the flag before the parliamen- 
tary elections to be held in the republic next spring. This 
is the fate of issues such as Cyprus and Macedonia: Any 
solution is deferred over and over again, because there 
are always elections scheduled “somewhere.” 
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Belgium 


Official on Belgian Ai¢, Human Rights Concerns 
BR2812162093 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 24 Dec 93 
pd 


[Article signed GH: “Derycke: ‘It Is Like Swimming in a 
Swamp’— Enforcing Respect for Human Rights Is a Tough 
Job”) 

[Text] Brussels, 24 Dec—Every new agreement which is 
concluded with a developing country includes a section 
referring to the great importance Belgium attaches to the 
respect of human rights and to democratization. This 
clause should certainly not be interpreted in a negative 
way, although, as a rule, the aid can be discontinued 
whenever things get ou‘ of hand. Secretary of State for 
Development Aid Erik Derycke [SP—Socialist Party] 
argues that most attention is paid to positive steps. 


At present, this policy seems to be prevailing, since there 
is a large consensus On it in parliament. Nevertheless, the 
State secretary seems to have many other concerns. For 
one thing, he gets more and more phone calls from angry 
citizens who want all aid to dubious countries to be 
cancelled and who call for a bigger role for the military. 
“Whoever said 10 years ago that military interventions 
can be necessary would have been branded as a ‘neoco- 
lonialist,”” Derycke says. “These days, however, several 
developing countries are asking us to intervene.” 


The state secretary does not quite understand some people's 
fear that this could jeopardize the development projects. 
“Until we solve the ethnic problem within the Burundian 
Army, we will be unable to solve the country’s other 
problems. If the Defense Ministry is willing to appropriate 
additional funds from its own budget, | will not be upset 
about it. | have a perfect understanding with Defense 
Minister Delcroix [CVP—Christian People’s Party], who 
has never put forward any improper demands.” 


Derycke does agree, however, that both budgets should not 
be merged, and that this evolution should be closely 
watched. “Of course, we must not end up in a French 
situation, with permanent forces stationed all over the 
world.” 


Record 


With the 95 million Belgian francs appropriated in the 
budget for projects encouraging democratization and the 
respect of human rights, very divergent initiatives have 
been taken this year. For instance, funds have been 
allocated to support the peace process in El Salvador. 
Belgian experts were sent to help draw up a new consti- 
tution in Ethiopia—our federal model has gradually 
become world-famous, and arouses particular interest in 
Africa. In addition, magistrates are being trained in 
Rwanda, a training program on human rights has been 
set up in Cambodia, and part of the expenses for the 
elections in Burundi were paid for by this aid. 
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Not a bad record for such a recent initiative, and yet 
Derycke finds it very difficult to command attention for 
human rights and democratization. “All countries speak of 
nothing else,” he says, “but in practice that is often all they 
do.” In the meantime, he hopes that he can convince his 
partners within the European Union to adopt a more 
consistent attitude. 

It has been agreed recently that each member state must 
report once a year on how it has implemented the principles 
in practice. 

The biggest problems, however, are met in the field itself. 
The tragedy in Angola and Burundi, where democratic 
elections were followed by bloodshed, has taught us that 
more attention must be paid to preparation and follow-up. 
Zaire shows that it is not easy to know whom one is talking 
to. Other countries oblige Belgium by including a human 
rights clause, but just see what happens afterwards. 


“It is like swimming in a swamp,” Derycke says, “but we 
ar. making progress. Without prejudice to basic princi- 
ples, we must be paticnt and take account of each 
country’s conditions. After all, we needed hundreds of 
years ourselves to develop our democracy. We also need 
more expertise and experience in this field. However, we 
are moving in the right direction.” 


New Flemish Council Chairman Selected 


BR2812161693 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 27 Dec 93 p 1 


[Article signed RF/PVDD: “Baldewijns Succeeding To 
Vanvelthoven”] 


[Text] Brussels 27 Dec—Eddy Baldewijns, SP [Socialist 
Party] representative and mayor of Gingelom, Limburg will 
succeed his fel‘ow party and province member Louis Van- 
velthoven as chairman of the Flemish Council on 13 Jan- 
wary. 


Following Louis Vanvelthoven’s resignation last 
Wednesday [22 December], SP Chairman Frank Vanden- 
broucke nominated Eddy Baldewijns for the Flemish Coun- 
cil’s chairmanship. His election by the plenary Flemish 
Parliament on Thursday, | 3 January, should be no problem. 
Within the “mandate package,” which the parties that 
make up the majority and support the sovernment 
traditionally agreed to, the Flemish Council's chairman- 
ship was assigned to the socialists. 

Eddy Baldewijns has been a representative since 1977. He is 
from Gingelom, a town in Hesbaye in southwest Limburg, 
near Landen. Baldewijns, who 48 years old, attended 
Teachers’ College in Tienen, studying history and French. 


In parliament, Baidewijns focused on education, and 
defended the interests of pudlic education, on which he 
gradually became an expert. He works qu.tly and seri- 
ously out of the spotlight. 


Baldewijns is the mayor of Gingelom and, during the 
weekend, he told the STANDAARD that he intends to keep 
that position. 
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Zhirinovskiy ‘Expected’ To Visit Berlin 29 Dec 
LD2812130193 Hamburg DPA in German 1222 GMT 
28 Dec 93 


[Text] Moscow (DPA)—Vladimir Zhirinovskiy, 
chairman of the right-wing extremist Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia (LDPR), will probably be in Berlin on 29 
December. “That can be expected,” Stanislav Zhe- 
brovskiy, deputy chairman of the party, told DPA in 
Moscow today. He could not, however, give any infor- 
mation as to Zhirinovskiy’s reasons for visiting Berlin. 
The right-wing extremist LDPR is likely to be the second 
largest party in the new Russiar. parliament following the 
12 December elections. 


Bonn Undecided About Visa 


LD2812141693 Hamburg DPA in German 1329 GMT 
28 Dec 93 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)—Vladimir Zhirinovskiy, 
chairman of the right-wing extremist Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia, has again applied for a visa to visit the 
Federal Republic. This was confirmed by a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman in Bonn today. However, the Fed- 
eral Government has “not yet made a decision,” the 
spokesman said. 


Zhirinovskiy announced in Sofia (Bulgaria) that he will 
attend a “major European congress in Berlin.” The 
Russian politician, whose party was catapulted into the 
limelight through a great electoral victory two weeks ago, 
made the visa application for himself and for several 
other people at the German embassy in Sofia. In Berlin, 
there is no information yet about who is supposed to be 
Staging a congress of this nature. According to Zhiri- 
novskiy and an announcement by his deputy in Moscow, 
the party leader plans to be in Berlin tomorrow. 


According to the Foreign Ministry, the Federal Interior 
Ministry has the final say on the entry visa. [passage 
omitted] In the week before Christmas, Zhirinovskiy 
received a three-day visa for a visit to Germany but used 
it only for a brief stopover in Munich, when he visited a 
friend, Gerhard Frey, chairman of the right-wing 
extremist German People’s Union. 


At the time, government spokesman Dieter Vogel said 
any further visa applications by Zhirinovskiy will be 
treated with greater severity. Not merely the legal, but 
also the political circumstances and consequer.°es of a 
further visit will be carefully (xsiained. Ubst ‘ers in 
Bonn therefore assume that Znirinovskiy will \ot be 
permitted to enter again. However, there is not yet any 
evidence of this. 


Bonn Denies Entry Visa 
LD2912093593 Hamburg DPA in German 0848 GMT 
29 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—The German Government today 
refused the right-wing extremist politician Viadimir 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 


Zhirinovskiy entry. 


GERMANY 3 


decided today that the German Embassy in Sofia, where 
Zhirinovskiy had made his application. should not be 
allowed to issue a visa, ty Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Martin Erdmann said. 


it was also learned that the chairman of the right-wing 
extremist Liberal Democratic Party of Russia had 
applied for a residence permit for 18 days, not just for 
himself but also for seven companions. The decision 
made by Kinkel, who is the responsible minister for this 
decision to the law on foreigners, is based on 
paragraph seven of that law. According t» it, entry can be 
refused if it harms the interests of the Federal Republic 
of Germany. 


Invited by Unnamed Company 
LD2912120093 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1114 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—By forbidding Russian 
nationalist leader Viadimir Zhirinovskiy to enter the 
country, the German Government wants to prevent him 
from spreading his “slogat's and Upinions” from German 
soil, according to Governmcnt Spokesman Dieter Vogel. 
The German Government has no interest in this, Vogel 
told journalists in Bonn today. 


Zhirinovskiy, who is chairman of the right-wing 
extremist Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, was 
invited by a company for his planned visit to Germany, 
according to Vogel. This company is specifically named 
on the visa application for Zhirinovskiy and his seven 
companions. However, the company has yet to be 
located. 


A spokesman for the Foreign Ministry added that Zhiri- 
novskiy said a planned news conference and participa- 
tion in a “conference on Europe” in Berlin were his 
reasons for wanting to come to Germany. Despite inten- 
sive research the conference organizer has not been 
ascertained. 

The decision to reject Zhirinoskiy’s application for a visa 
was made by the Foreign Ministry and top people at the 
chancellor's office, Vogel added. 


Ruehe Differs With Kinkel on NATO Expansion 


AU2812132293 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 28 Dec 93 p 1 


[Report by Martin Winter: “Controversy Over Milita’y 
Policy”) 


[Text] Bonn, 27 Dec—Despite affirmations to the con- 
trary by those involved, the future European security 
policy continues to be a bone of contention in the 
Federal Government. Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
(Free Democratic Party of Germany) and Defense Min- 
ister Volker Ruehe (Christian Democratic Union) differ 
markedly on the matter. While Kinkel for the time being 
rejects wn expansion of NATO demanded by Poiand, the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary, on Monday [27 
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December] Ruelie vehemently called for a speedy expan- 
sion of the defense alliance toward the East. In view of 
the potential of crises and conflicts in Europe, it is in 
Germany's “urgent interest” that NATO and the Euro- 
pean Union “do not end at Germany's eastern border,” 
Ruche stated. 


Thus, two weeks before the NATO summit, which is to 
discuss the future tasks of the Alliance, Ruehe unambig- 
uously opposed the foreign minister. In FRANK- 
FURTER RUNDSCHAU, Kinkel recently came out 
against an “isolation of individual European states” by 
shifting the NATO border toward the East. Moscow has 
been opposing plans for a NATO expansion for months. 
Receitly Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev told 
Kinkel that such a step by the West would force Russia 
and the other CIS states to establish a new military 
alliance and might cause great domestic problems for 
reform politicians. 

So as not to establish any new borders in Europe on the 
one hand and not to play into the hands of the nation- 
alists in Russia on the other, Kinkel rather thinks of 
offering the states in Central and East Europe and the 
former Soviet Union a dense network of economic and 
military cooperation. Only within this framework does 
ee Oe ee ie a ew one 
uture. 


BfV Warns of Rising Terrorism From Abroad 
AU291209159) |/amburg BILD in German 29 Dec 93 
pp 1,2 


[Unattributed report: “Terror From Abroad Increas- 
ing”) 

[Text] The Federal Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution [BfV] is sounding the alarm: Foreign ter- 
rorists are carrying out attacks in Germany with 
increasing frequency—as a protest against oppression in 
their homelands. The BfV says in a confidential report: 
German targets are “increasingly aimed at by foreign 
groups that are ready to use violence.” 


Terrorists from abroad: The BV is warning against the 
following groups: 


* Workers Party of Kurdistan, PKK (banned since 
November): It has “repeatedly voiced threats against 
the Federal Government” and receives “support from 
the German left-wing extremist scene.” 

* Lebanese Hizbal\ah (Party of God): It was reportedly 
involved in the assassination of four Kurdish func- 
tionaries in Berlin. 

* Islamic extremists: They are supported by, for 
example, Iran and Libya. They persecute and kill 
critics and opposition members. Says the BfV report: 
“The constitutional protection authorities have 
repeatedly managed to prevent attempts to assassi- 
nate ition members.” 


* Indian Sikhs: They are fighting for their own state in 
the Indian Punjab. Sikhs who live in our country have 
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reportedly carried out an attack on the Indian ambas- 
sador in Romania. 

* Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE): Terrorists 
from Sri Lanka are reportedly extorting donations 
an Ss Sere © Sesaaey. Twenty investi- 


ethnic groups are becoming more and more frequent. 


Editorial Views Germany's Relations With U.S. 


AU2812155393 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 28 Dec 93 p 3 


[Jochen Siemens editorial: “Germany and the United 
States”) 


[Text] When, next year, the last Allied soldiers withdraw 
from (West) Berlin, an era of special ties between Ger- 
many and the United States will come to an end. With 
France and Great Britain there have long existed a 
variety of other institutional relations within the frame- 
work of the European Union, which makes the with- 


withdrawal of the last GI's from Berlin stresses this fact. 
This date gives rise to changes in German-U.S. relations 
and to the question of whether the ties might now turn 
just into contacts. 


There is no reason to become nostalgic. German-U.S. 
relations of the past decades were certainly not an 
exercise in harmony. One just has to remember the 
rearmament debatc and the latent anti-Americanism, 
which mainly came from the FRG’s permanent role as 
the junior partner compared with the superpower United 
States. Nevertheless, not only the United States has good 
reasons to speak of » “special relationship.” The United 
States claims this ‘ special relationship” only with two 
countries: Great Britain and Germany. For Great 
Britain, it is derived from the common history, culture, 
and language. For Germany, the reason lies in the great 
number of ).S. soldiers, with and without families, who 
were stationed in the old FRG and returned home with 
more than just tourist impressions. For the FRG, the 
Unied States was the model of a protective power, 
starting with the Marshall Plan, to the Berlin airlift, to 
Washington's great support during the two-plus-four 
process and reunification. However, this period is now 
coming to an end, the common link the “special 
relationship,” namely anticommunism, has disappeared. 
One has to adjust to the’ without any sentimentality. The 
United States is in the process of getting rid of much of 
the “enforced internationalism” of the postwar period. 
Urgent social and economic problems at home must be 
solved. Bill Clinton won the presidential elections with 
clearly domestic policy targets. The United States is 
relativizing its relations with Europe by means of a 
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greater role in the Pacific area. This is where the ec>- 
nomic growth markets of the near future are located, this 
is where the United States has, not least because of that, 
security policy interests. This is set off by an obviously 
strong orientation of Germany toward the East after the 
fall of the Iron Curtain. Germany is regaining its func- 
tion as a bridge in Central Europe, which, logically, is 
exercised at the cost of the previous dominance of the 
West in German relations. 


These practically natural new orientations should be 
recognized by both sides without excitement and should 
not be interpreted as a deliberate turning away from each 
other. The Pacific and North American economic ties of 
the United States are directed as little against Germany 
as the Bonn/Berlin t toward East Europe 
can be an affront against Washington. Instead of 
opposing these movements of the time, one she~ \d make 
go0d use of them and take care to cultivate tested ties 
and to establish new relations. 


The role of the economy becomes quite obvious in this 
process. Economic relations will replace many of the 
previous cooperation projects in security policy and 
foreign policy. Decisions are no longer made solely at the 
government level—for instance, when Mercedes decides 
to produce cars in Alabama or BMW in South Carolina. 
Investments and trade are becoming of even more cen- 
tral importance for the relations. 


Nevertheless, the governments are left with much to do 
to prevent the ties from turning into loose contacts. In 
particular, it is necessary to further promote the fruitful 
exchange programs. Nothing can strengthen relations 
more than human closeness and knowledge about each 
other. Both countries are facing a wide field of coopera- 
tion in domestic policy. As regards a multicultural 
society, the new immigration country of Germany can 
learn much from the United States. Environmental pro- 
tection and combating crime are joint tasks. Traiming in 
crafts and the health sector are treasure troves of 
German experience, which may benefit the United 
States. 


Of course, these are no common fateful tasks, such as the 
fight against the “Evil Empire.” But they are realistic 
fields of cooperation, which benefit the people. They are 
steps that help the ties to remain in existence and to 
prevent the United States, a “power alien to the area,” 
from becoming an alien country. If the relations lose the 
attribute “special,” this is no tragedy. Over the 49 years 
many ties have grown between Germans and Americans. 
It is necessary to cultivate them and not ‘9 celebrate the 
withdrawal of the last GI from Berlin. 


Schaeuble’s Bundeswehr Plan Remains 
Controversial 

AU2812154493 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 28 Dec 93 p 2 


,Report signed “eli”: “Ruehe Stresses Role of 


Bundeswehr in External Affairs”} 


GERMANY 5 


[Text] SR Sa) ny Oar SNE 


Rudolf Scharping. Defense Minister Volker Ruche once 
again made it clear that he is of a different opinion in this 
matter than his party Schaeuble. In a paper on 
security policy principles, Ruche showed clear distance 
to new versiens of Bundeswehr operations. Even though 
he did not directly refer to the Bundestag group chair- 
man’s advance, he admonished that one should not deal 


On Monday [27 December] Schaeuble reacted to an 
interview given by Scharping over the weekend. In this 
interview the SPD chairman had said that with his 
proposals about Bundeswehr operations inside the 
country Schaeuble is playing with violating the constitu- 
tion. This brings him close to Spain in Franco's time. In 
#n interview on Deutschlandfunk radio Schaeuble called 
Scharping’s statements a faux pas. Scharping is attacking 
others in a really nasty way “precisely at Christmas.” 
The SPD chairman can obviously only use personal 
defamation. Schaeuble repeated that he wants “to start a 
discussion” about the question of Bundeswehr opera- 
tions. “This requires an amendment to the constitu- 
tion,” he added. He is bothered by the fact “that thinking 
seems to be prohibited in German...” However, one has 
to talk about “what we are going to do if a certain crisis 
situation happens. Are we properly prepared for it?” 


Schaeuble did not say in which crisis he could imagine 
the use of armed forces in the country. Rather, he 
repeated that he has only “broached an issue.” As a 
result, others are attacking him “like in some kind of 
Paviov reflex.” “Thinking is being prohibited in Ger- 
many,” he stressed a second time. 


On Monday Defense Minister Volker Ruche had a paper 
on security policy principles published, which he had 
drawn up before Christmas, when he already knew about 
Schaeuble’s proposals. In this paper he -iresses in par- 
ticular the new tasks of the Bundeswehr in NATO and 
outside the ountry and calls for a solid budget policy for 
the armed sorces. Ruehe demonstratively does not waste 
a single word on operations by the armed forces in the 
country. He only admonishes that “in the end foreign 
and security policy” determine “the fateful issues of our 
people.” “Therefore, we must not exclusively deal with 
internal problems,” he adds. 


The defense minister calls the current security policy 
situation confusing, potentials of crises and conflict give 
reason for concern and unrest. Therefore, Germany 
needs armed forces that can participate appropriately in 
all NATO tasks and can provide the essential forces for 
national defense themselves. “We cannot expect iat 
omissions regarding security precautions are compen- 
sated by others,” the paper says. There will not be a 
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SPD Presents Plan To Safeguard Social System 
AU2812155193 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
28 Dec 93 p 2 


[Report by Ulrich Rosenbaum: “How the SPD Wants To 
Safeguard the Social System™] 

[Text] Bonn—Iin January, the Commission of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD], which is drafting a 


* Pensions: The SPD wants to relieve the pension 
system of tasks that fall within the sphere of the 
unemployment and health insurance. The tax on net 
output, which would be higher for capital-intensive 
and lower for personnel-intensive enterprises, also 
continues to be a major issuc. 

* Unemployment insurance: According to the SPD, 
over 50 billion German marks of its funds are annu- 
ally used’ for services that are not within its responsi- 
bility—muinly for eastern Germany. Even Labor 
Minister Norbert Bluem (Christian Democratic 
Union) believes that these services are to be financed 
from the budget and thus by all taxpayers, not merely 
by those who pay the insurance premiums. Thus, the 
rate of the unemployment insurance could be reduced 
from the current level of 6.5 percent to 3.5 percent. 

* Health: The SPD rejects the view of Health Minister 
Horst Sechofer (Christian Social Union) that a third 
stage of the health reform with an even higher reten- 
tion is required. “We first want to assess the effects of 
the most recent reform and then hold a public debate 
with a view to what we are willing to pay for our 
health. The SPD will never accept a system under 
which people over 65 no longer receive hip replace- 
ments or cardiac pacemakers,” Dressler pointed out. 

* Nursing care insur..oce: The SPD insists that, on the 
basis of the data provided by the government, the 
abolition of one holiday is sufficient as a compensa- 
tion for the employers’ share. If the government does 
not show flexibility on this issue, the SPD plans to 
reject the law and to present its own draft immedi- 
ately after the Bundestag elections. 

* Labor market policy: A legal framework is to be 
created for the shortening of working hours, as carried 
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out by the Volkswagen company recently. The cut- 
backs regarding the labor promotion law are to be 
canceled. A “second labor market” is to be created 


and the states should pay the wages for one year. 


Scharping Views SPD as Election Year Nears 


LD2912100593 Hamburg DPA in German 0401 GMT 
29 Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Rudolf Scharping, the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party [SPD] chairman, has warned party mem- 
bers against being too confident in the super election 
year of 1994. In a DPA interview he today described the 
Social Democrats’ position as “satisfactory”: “We are in 
a position where we know we can master the task; we can 
win the election but we still have to work hard.” The 
Social Democrats were not entering the election cam- 
paigns with euphoria but with determination, Heimut 
Kohl's challenger said. 


The Social Democrats wanted to use less money and 
more arguments in this campaign. “We will conduct a 
strong argument-based election .” Scharping 
announced. The party had 20 to 25 percent less finance 
available in real terms compared to the 1990 

elections when they had invested 67 million marks. “For 
financial reasons alone we are forced to com ratrate and 
save.” 


The SPD chairman was in favor of a fairness agreement 
between the parties for the election campaign, even if 
agreements of this kind had only limited success. “Def- 
amation of character and groundless political disparage- 
ment are already under way.” 

He was not in favor of abandoning the controversial 
party political broadcasts on television which also 
offered the right-wing radical parties a forum. As the 
broadcasting companies were compelled to transmit 
these spots because of the state treaty, an opt-out by the 
democratic parties would leave the field open for the 
extremists—“} think that would be really silly”, the SPD 
leader said. He called for a tough debate with the 
extremists, which included the PDS [Pzrty of Deom- 
cratic Socialism] as well as the right-wingers: “They 
mustn't be secretly tolerated. We will take an offensive 
line against the PDS.” 


In the election campaign, the SPD would concentrate on 
topics that really interest people: “What can be done to 
fight unemployment, to ¢.anbat the bitter social injus- 
tices, housing shortages and all the other effects of the 
government's policies which are ice-cold towards people 
and social concerns.” 

If the CDU/CSU [Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union] tried to stir up foreign policy 
fears of an alleged new danger from Russia, “I wish them 
all the best,” Scharping said. “They will encounter a 
Social Democratic Party which is very firmly in the 
tradition of the foreign policies of Willy Brandt and 
Helmut Schmidt.” He explained that Bundestag group 
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[Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—German Economics Min- 
ister Guenter Rexrodt has called for more investment on 
Rexrod said in Bonn in an interview with DDP/ADN. 


the part of the state and the private sector in research 


and technology. Germany has to put new hi 
future if "| wants to remain internationally competitive, 


products on the market quicker and more cheaply in the 











GATT Provokes Split in Federation of Farmers’ 
Unions 


BP 2812145493 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 28 Dec 93 p 4 


[Report by Marc Deger: “Agriculture: Situation Fol- 
lowing GATT Tests Unity within National Federation of 
Farm Operator Unions”! 


[Text] What should the agricultural policy be following 
the Uruguay Round? This question has not been slow to 
create divisions within the FNSEA [National Federation 
of Farm Operator Unions]. A battle is starting, especially 
between the grain producers and others. The former 
advocate an agricultural policy based on competitive- 
ness, the latter (stock raisers and mixed farms) envisage 
instead solutions based on a new distribution of state 
aid. 


First, there was the shock of France giving its go-ahead to 
the Euro-American agricultural compromise in “russe's. 
By accepting the reduction of subsidized exports while 
rejecting an increase in fallow land, Paris finally opted 
for a reduction in agricultural prices and demanded 
compensations. But the FNSEA knows that the Twelve's 
budget, half of which is devoted to agriculture, cannot be 
increased at will. 


Gerard Lapie, secretary general of the FNSEA, and 
Michel Teyssedou, assistant secretary general, draw the 
attention of their grass-roots members in a jointly signed 
editorial: “There will never be enough moncy to fully 
compensate all farmers for this price reduction with 
regard to all product volumes.” This text, published oa 
17 December in an internal letter within the agricultural 
trade union, stresses above all that “a policy other than 
that dictated by an ultraliberal GATT is neeied,” adding 
that “this other policy show!d orgarize a different way of 
distributing state aid.” 

The two FNSEA leaders who, accoruing io some sources, 
<fiticize Luc Guyau, their president, for not being firm 
enough toward the government, add: “Fairness, which is 
the very essence of any trade wnionism, requires that 
everybody be treated in the same way. Maintaining 
agricultural activity throughout the country depends on 
this.” This implies an upper limit on aid to big farms. 
The grain producers, who are the main targets, retort in 
a communique: “An agricultural policy which gives 
priority to the occupation of territory without wishing to 
consider the viability of the farms would be ‘ixusory and 
destructive.” And they add: “No policy aimed at redis- 
tributing the compensations within the scope of the new 
CAP [Common Agricultural Policy] undertaken in the 
name of such a priority could save farms which are 
doomed to disappear in any case.” 


The grain producers, who in some quarters were 
regarded as the main opponents to a GATT agreement 
throughout the nego*iations, are in fact following 
through the rationale o; the Uruguay Round. They stress 


“social” —will be in confrontation, probably wore and 


BR2812132493 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
French 24 Dec 93 p 7 


[Excerpt] South Korea, the big star of the cighties, the 
decade in which it displayed impressive “two-figure” 
growth while launching the democratization process, is 
now at a crossroads. Laanched on the difficult course of 
combating corruption, it is suffering the commercial 
competition of its neighbors, which have cheap labor, 
and it has to take account of the dangerous ambiguity 
maintained by North Korea. An interview folowing 
Francois Mitterrand’s visit to President Kim Yong-sam. 


[De Gaint-Cheron] Has Francois Mitterrand’s visit to 
South Korea changed diplomatic relations between the 
two countries? 


[Sun-sop}] Our diplomatic relations were entirely satis- 
factory even b ‘ore the French president's visit. But 
what 1s importa is that the two heads of state them- 
selves have exchanged their views in private on world, 
regional, and bilateral questions which has had the effect 
of consolidating our partnership. Moreover, President 
Mitterrand has given a firm and clear message with 
regard to the North Korean nuclear question. 


[De Saint-Cheron] On this subject, what progress has 
been made in the preliminary talks on the reunification 
of the Korean peninsula? 


[Sun-sop] Since the collapse of the communist bloc and 
Germaay's reunification, hope has arisen of seeing the 
Korean peninsula reunified too one day. Thus, the prime 
ministers of North and South Korean have met cight 
times since the mid-cighties. But the nuclear question 1s 
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divided families so strongly desired by millions of 
Koreans for more than 50 years. 


[De Saint-Cheron] Let us return to France. The Korean 
enterprises seem to have changed their straicg’ om our 
territory. What is your feeling? 

[Sun-sop}] Until the eighties, our main enterprises 
opened subsidiaries in France in various legal forms. But 


their mission was limited to the marketing of products 
m.nufactured in Korea. The nineties brought a new 


its. In 1990, the Haitai group <reated “Haitai 
ee fe eee a 


the European markets, but aiso for the Asian and Amer- 


with the aim of manufac.uring | million television tubes 
per year and which is direcied at European markets, 
particularly France, Germany, and Britain. And other 
Korean enterprise: are carrying out studies for the instal- 
lation of production units in France. 


[De Saint-Cheron] Why this wave of insiallations? 


[Sun-sop] So far Korean manufacturers have relied on 
the competitive advantage of costs. However, the current 
situation on the world market no longer allows our 
enterprises to maintain their competitive position with 
this relatively simple strategy. The Korean enterprises, 
particularly the industrial leaders which have reached 
maturity, are beginning to reformulate their strategy in a 
flexible way with a global vision. To adapt effectively to 
the clientele, it is better to real and potential 


clients. To adapt to advanced technology as effectively as 
possible, it is necessary to approach the sources of 
advanced technology. 


The Korean enterprises which 
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have built up experience in activities pursued on a world 
scale are now capable of choosing the best location for 


their enterprises, accurately assessing the advantages 


[De Saint-Cheron] What is France doing to attract them? 
] Your country offers Korean enterprises a very 
policy 


conditions. 
on aetna, elk Gia emation 40 Ge Eiemneen Vielen. 
France can be regarded as an ideal base from which to 
target the whole European market. 


But | would like to add that the scope of the effects of 
these investments goes beyond the industrial domain. 
Tie Gustin cl tieaianen ant Meneiin die a0 ene 
working together are contributing to mutual under- 
stan.cing between our two peoples. In the f* «- stage there 
may be cultural shocks on both sides. But as they work in 
the same factories and offices, they will understand each 
other better. 


[De Saint-Cheron] Following the case of the Korean 
manuscript which President Mitterrand handed to Pres- 
ident Kim Yong-sam, do you think that others will 


[Sun-sop] It is true that 300 Korean manuscripts were 
taken to France in 1866 following an unfortunate inci- 
dent, the only one between France and Korea, and that 
now raises a delicate question between our two coun- 
tries. If we bring it to a successful conclusion, this 
question could become an opportunity to promote cul- 
tura! cooperation between our two countries. If we 
handle it clumsily, it is likely to become a thorny issue. 
The French Government and the Korean Government, 
fully aware of this opportunity and this danger, are 
discussing this problem very frankly in a spirit of coor- 
wation to find a fair solution which is acceptabie to all. 
if President Mitterrand symbolicall; handed a manvu- 
script to President Kim, it is because they have arrived at 
an agreement in principle. [passage omiited] 


Alphandery Sees Econ~mic Recovery Despite Bad 
Figures 


BR2812123893 Paris Li: QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
Frenca 24 Dec 93 p 7 


[Unattributed article: “Unsatisfactory Eoonomic Fig 
ures—Governzaent Advocates Patience”) 


[Text] Yesterday, following the publication of a number 
of unsatisfactory economic figures which paradoxically 
caused the Paris stock exchange to rise, Economic 
Affairs Minister Edmond Alphandery once again sought 
to reassure economic players. 

Within two days, the National Institute of Statistics and 
Economic Studies [INSEE] announced a new | .6-percent 
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drop in househoid consumption of manufactured prod- 
ucts for November and a 0.7-percent decline in indus- 
trial production for October (minus 1.4 percent for 
manufacturing). To these figures—which according to 
INSEE are unexpectedly dismal—must be added a 7.4- 
percent decline in building starts for October. 


The markets see these figures as encouraging and con- 
sider that they will lead to an economic recovery and 
significant cuts in interest rates, which is why the stock 
market has been rising. 


The economic affairs minister considers that the French 
economy is currently “at a stage preceding an increase in 
activity” which is characterized by “saw-tooth-like” 
results. In terms similar to those used by his Socialist 
predecessors, he stated that “one must keep one’s feet on 
the ground” and “not respond with undue haste to 
one-off figures” since “there will always be another 
month.” 


Household consumption “has its ups and downs,” 
explained Alphandery: The summer months were “quite 
good,” early fall was “less” good, and the month of 
October was “not good.” But according to the minister, 
no assessment can be made before the results for 
December (the Christmas season) and January (the sales) 
are known. 


As for production, “what matters is surveys,” he 
affirmed. “There is no discrepancy between the percep- 
tions of business leaders, which are generally favorable,” 
and INSEE’s October statistics. For November, 
according to business leaders interviewed by the French 
National Bank, “production has quite clearly picked 
up,” he said. 


There is therefore no cause for worry. “Let us wait and 
see the impact (six to nine months hence) of monetary 
policy and incentive measures before we assess the 
situation and try to draw a more accurate picture of the 
international environment.” 


“Should additional measures prove necessary, the gov- 
ernment will take them without hesitation,” he stated, 
before refusing once again to give an opinion on the 
evolution of short-term rates. 


“I have no intention of creating market anticipations 
through inappropriate statements” was all he would say. 
“The market has no problem with the internal and 
external stability policy” directed at the currency. 


Last week, Prime Minister Edouard Balladur had told 
the National Assembly that “should results prove late in 
coming during the following weeks and months, rest 
assured that I would take other initiatives and ask the 
whole nation to participate.” 
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As for UDF [Union for French Democracy] Chairman 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing, he urged the government, on 
Wednesday night [22 December], to “do all it can on the 
issue of unemployment” and warned that the UDF 
“would fight any increase in contributions or taxes in 
1994,” even if these revenues were meant to finance the 
expected Fr43 billion social security deficit for 1994. 
Giscard d’Estaing explained that “there is no point in 
waiting any longer when one knows unemployment is 
going to rise” and suggested two directions for action: 
“lower social contributions on unskilled labor and lower 
charges for small- and medium-sized businesses.” 


Minister Alphandery (who is a member of the UDF) 
concurred in part, saying yesterday that he was “rather 
skeptical” with respect to the introduction of a potential 
social VAT [value-added tax] which could “harm” con- 
sumption. 


Ree Sotenaten Cuntiaee ve Were Uy ee 


BR2912083793 Paris LIBERATION in French 
28 Dec 93 pp 20-21 


[Article by Guy Benhamou, in cooperation with Pascale 
Nivelle for the Bordeaux area and Pierre-Henri Allain 
for the Rennes area: “All Sorts of Products Wash Ashore 
Along Atlantic Coast”’] 


[Excerpts] Increased maritime traffic is being blamed for 
the accident which dumped thousands of detonators in 
the ocean and which are now washing up on beaches as 
far south as Spain. The risks are much higher now with 
the continuing bad weather that has been ravaging 
Brittany's coasts for 15 days. 


The flood of detonators has already reached nine depart- 
ments, stretching from Cotes-d’-Armor to the Atlantic 
Pyrenees. The 445 firemen, policemen, and gendarmes 
who are clearing the beaches have already removed 
nearly 5,000 detonators. And this will not be all, since 
there were 34,490 of them in the container that was lost 
on 12 September by the Cypriot vessel “Marie H” in the 
waters off Bordeaux. [passage omitted] 


Caution will be needed for weeks to come along the 
entire coast. “The detonators each contain 0.2 gram of 
primary explosive and 0.8 gram of pentrite, the sec- 
ondary explosive,” a civil security officer explained. 
“This is not much, but still enough to mutilate a hand or 
cause severe facial injuries if it explodes.” Moreover, the 
aluminum capsule surrounding the explosive is highly 
resistant to sea water. According to the manufacturer, 
the Swedish firm Nobel, eight to 11 months will be 
needed before the sea destroys the capsule and renders 
the explosive ineffective. [passage omitted] 
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Ciampi on Government’s Accomplishments, 
Prospects 


To Decide on Resignation After 12 Jan 
LD2812125693 


[Editorial report] Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian at 1110 GMT on 28 December reports on a 
routine annual end-of-year news conference at which 
Prime Minister Carlo Azeglio Ciampi told journalists 
that he would not make a decision about his resignation 
before the parliamentary debate scheduled for 12 Jan- 
uary 1994. He said his fate was in the hands of parlia- 
ment and of the president of the republic. 


Ciampi was asked many times by various journalists 
whether he might be at the head of a new Ciampi 
government in 1994, but he never gave a straight answer. 
He said he does not have political aims, that he is not in 
the election campaign, and that he is quite old. He said 
he has always been a servant of the state and that he will 
not change his life now. 


The journalists insisted on asking the same questions in 
various forms many times. Ciampi repeated that he is 
not in an election campaign and that he was not running 
for any post. 


News Conference Summarized 
LD2812165793 


[Editorial report] Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian at 1110 GMT on 28 December is intercepted in 
progress carrying a live broadcast of a yearend news 
conference given by Italian Prime Minister Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi. 

In his opening statement, Prime Minister Ciampi out- 
lines what his government has accomplished. He says 
that over the past eight months his government has 
fulfilled the tasks assigned to it with the support of the 
president of the republic. The government has achieved 
a lot, and the proof of this is the reaction of the financial 
markets and that of the world’s most industrialized 
countries toward Italy; this allows the political parties to 
take stock without being threatened by an imminent 
economic crisis. 


Ciampi says that his government has overseen a “crisis” 
situation but has not let itself be dominated by the 
“culture of crisis.” The government has not only seen to 
day-to-day business but has tried to map out a path for 
the future. Parliament's support for all this has been 
essential, as the government must constantly seek legit- 
imization for its actions. 


Parliament has positively responsed to its main prior- 
ity—that of drawing up a new electoral law, Ciampi says. 
He continues: “Electoral reform has been carried out by 
parliament. The government, as was its responsibility, 
has seconded this process.” He refers to the recent local 
elections which were held under the new electoral law. 
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Ciampi then speaks about the agreement reached 
between government, unions, and employers on labor 
market reform and productivity and how this will lead to 
a reduction in inflation by the end of 1994 and to better 
economic indicators in the future. Much work still must 
be done because unemployment is still too high. He goes 
on to speak about the economy, comparing the situation 
in recent years with the present situation and the reasons 
for this. 


Turning to the fight against crime, Ciampi says that in 
the past few months the police and judiciary have 
achieved success using “innovative techniques” to seek 
out those on the run and individuals trying to dismantle 
whole structures of crime which seem on the surface to 
be legal. He says that this is a battle being waged beyond 
Italy’s borders, and Italy is making “an essential contri- 
bution.” 


Ciampi then refers to the “unexpected return of the dark 
terrorist plot.” The government, he says, has faced this 
with a mature and calm reaction. “The facts have 
highlighted the need to make the work of the intelligence 
services more effective. Therefore, the government has 
proposed reforming the security services in order to 
unify operations and strengthen administrative control 
over operations.” 


Speaking of foreign relations, Ciampi says that Italian 
affairs have been viewed with “attention and sympathy” 
at international and bilateral meetings. He refers to the 
tragedy in Somalia, and says that “in the end our claims 
of a lack of political initiative and diplomatic measures 
in Somalia have been well understood by everybody.” 
He reviews relations with the EC on matters of the 
structural funds, the steel industry and the post- 
Maastricht community. 


In his closing comments, Cic. mpi again refers to the fact 
that this government has been set up with a clear aim: To 
steer the electoral reform process and to pass the budget. 
He says that current speculation on the life of the 
government is due to the presentation of two no- 
confidence motions tabled by deputies and senators 
mainly belonging to the largest parties in parliament and 
that a logical reaction would have been to resign imme- 
diately. “However, | believed that a more consistent 
response, in line with the premises outlined and in the 
general interest, was to accept as binding the resolution 
expressed by the president of the republic, the speaker of 
the Senate, and speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, in 
their communique of 23 December to first of all hold a 
parliamentary debate.’ The debate will be held on 12 
January, allowing sufficient time for the government to 
hold a series of meetings with all the parliamentary 
groups on 4 and 5 Janauary and to decide what its 
position will be during the 12 January debate. 


“Its service having been discharged, the government is, 
as of now, ready to go. It was born as, and intends to 
remain, a government for the transition period. This 
phrase can be interpreted as either the attainment, which 
has occurred, of the main objectives of its program or 
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perhaps the beginning of the new legislature. Our objec- 
tive remains that of preserving the conditions of demo- 
cratic calm and the confidence of the domestic and 
international markets, of not jeopardizing anything pos- 
itive that has been done in these past eight months. 
Whatever the country’s government, this objective 
should be maintained.” 


Ciampi says that the country’s desire for change, the 
sense of responsibility of workers and employers and the 
capability to increase productivity are “the factors which 
sustain the country and its future. It is up to the rulers to 
guarantee them and to use them to good advantage. 
Thank you.” 


Answering a question on the possibility of reshuffling his 
cabinet and of leading a new government, Ciampi says: 
“As I said, I think that the government must wait for the 
debate scheduled for 12 January. This because of the 
statement by the presidency of the republic, in agree- 
ment with the speakers of the Chamber and of the 
Senate, on 23 December.” 


Answering a question on the economy by RAITRE 
correspondent Federica Sciarelli, Ciampi says: “The 
Italian economy is in a situation which will allow it to be 
among the first in Europe to take advantage of the 
recovery.” He adds: “There are structural problems too. 
These are problems which this government has started to 
tackle, but this will be a task for the next government.” 


Answering a question on foreign policy by AP Rome 
correspondent Denis Redmond, Ciampi says: “When 
this government was formed on 26 November, one of the 
things I stressed in my statement to the press was the 
continuity of Italian foreign policy. Italian foreign policy 
has had, and still has, constant points of reference. This 
government, too, followed these points. If we want to 
find new elements within the continuity in the action of 
this government—and there is always something dif- 
ferent in continuity—lI think that it is in the contribution 
this government has tried to make to revive European 
construction. You know that I have always been a 
convinced partisan of Europe. My first foreign policy 
move was to try—in my international meetings with the 
[European] Commission and with our main European 
partners—to revive a true construction of European 
integration.” He adds: “The other aspect is the impor- 
tance I give to Italy’s position in Europe as a southern 
country. This is in the framework of the growing impor- 
tance the Mediterranean area will have in the future for 
the West in general—not only Europe, but Europe and 
the United States. I mean the necessary dialogue with the 
countries of the Arab world so that we can live together 
and be intertwined.” 


The IL SOLE—24 ORE correspondent asks whether 
there is any chance that this parliament will be extended 
in order to tackle important problems, Ciampi says: “I 
must say right away that it is not the task of this 
government to decide whether the present legislature 
should be extended or for how long.” 
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LA REPUBBLICA political correspondent Sandra Bon- 
sa‘iti asks with which parties he would be ready to form 
a new government, Ciampi says: “I will answer your 
question by saying that this is an institutional guarantee 
government. It was born to help in this period of renewal 
and of reconstruction of the political system, in a frame- 
work of financial restructuring, as I tried to explain to 
you. I think that I would betray a precise duty toward the 
country, parliament, and the head of state if I said 
something different. I can only say that I will not be 
undertaking any election campaign.” 

In answer to a question by the RAI radio correspondent 
about what he will do after the 12 January debate, 
Ciampi says: “I clearly said that it is my intention to 
respect what the president of the republic, the speaker of 
the Chamber, and the speaker of the Senate said on 23 
December. That is—I don’t remember the exact words— 
that a debate in parliament is necessary. I intend to go to 
parliament on 12 January. The talks I hold with all the 
political forces in parliament will help to clarify the 
situation. But they will not make me change my mind.” 


A correspondent from the Milan daily L’INDIPEN- 
DENTE asks whether—as a former, long-time governor 
of the central bank—Ciampi feels responsible for the 
siate of the country today. Ciampi replies: “Of course, 
we all wonder if we have done all we could. I think that 
any responsible person has the feeling that he or she 
could do even better.” 


Asked by a Tele Montecarlo correspondent if he would 
lead a government of the Left, Ciampi says: “J have 
already answered this question. I said that I do not want 
to run in any election campaign. I also said that it would 
really be against my principles, and that I would be really 
betraying the president of the republic, the parliament, 
and the country if I answered your question, taking into 
account the fact that I consider myself the leader of an 
institutional guarantee government.” 


A correspondent of the Rome leftist daily IL MANI- 
FESTO asks whether it is true that his government is 
today closer to the positions of the PDS than to the 
coalition parties, and whether it is true that for this 
reason the government should not be in charge in the 
period just before the elections. Ciampi replies: “I can 
only repeat what I said in my opening statement. | 
cannot, this government cannot, make the decision on 
whether to resign now or to remain until the next 
election.” He adds: “This government is ready to leave 
right now.” 


In answer to a TGS correspondent, who asks whether he 
has ever had difficult moments or whether he ever 
thought of resigning, Ciampi says: “There were two 
moments when I felt the weight of the premiership: 
during the talks with trade unions and employers on 
labor costs. At a certain point it seemed that the talks 
would collapse. I was convinced that much more than 
the future of the government depended on that agree- 
ment.” He also says: “The other very difficult time for 








me was the night of 27 July when there were simulta- 
neous terrorist attacks in Milan and Rome.” 


Asked by a correspondent of the Milan daily IL GIOR- 
NALE whether it is better to have a prime minister who 
is not a politician, like Ciampi himself, or a professional 
politician, Ciampi says: “I am not particularly proud of 


you know, I always worked in a place like the Bank of 
Italy and I preferred not to play any direct or active role 
in political life. But i am absolutely convinced that 
parties are necessary. I think that after this transitional 
period the country should quickly revert to a govern- 
ment system in which politicians are fully represented.” 


A correspondent from Turin’s FIAT-owned daily LA 
STAMPA asks whether he wants to retire or carry on in 
political life. Ciampi laughs and replies: “I said many 
times that I do not want to run in any election campaign. 
I do not want to run for any seat. What can I add to that? 
My life has been the life of a person who has worked in 
the service of the state. I want to continue in the same 
way. It was just by chance that | was asked to take this 
most important post. I accepted. This is it, there is 
nothing else.” He adds: “Everyone knows my age.” 


Asked by a journalist of Milan's Catholic daily LAV VE- 
NIRE what he thinks of the pope’s Christmas message, 
in which the pope called on Italians to remain united, 
Ciampi says: “I think that the [message] was formally 
correct.”” He adds: “I also fully agree with its content.” 


Answering a question by a correspondent from Rome's 
daily IL MESSAGGERO on the possible duration of the 
election campaign and on the date of the elections, 
Ciampi says: “If 1 remember correctly, the only thing the 
prime minister does is to countersign the decree by the 
president of the republic.” 


A correspondent from the Italian news agency ADN- 
KRONOS asks what Ciampi thinks of relations with the 
other Mediterranean countries. Ciampi replies: “The 
Mediterranean sea has two shores: a northern and a 
southern shore. The [peoples of the countries bordering 
the two shores] must live together with only a few 
hundred kilometers separating them and with very dif- 
ferent [internal] situations. The civilisations are differ- 
ent—which could be a positive thing for their integra- 
tion. The economic situation is very different and the 
demography is very different. It is obvious what the 
problem is, and it must be tackled. Either we can—and 
we must be able to—pour capital into the North African 
countries—I siarted with North Africa because it is the 
closest to us—in order to create jobs there, or we must 
accept the inevitable immigration pressure from these 
countries. We shall have to accept a little bit of both. But 
this situation is unavoidable because of different living 
standards, different demographic development. We have 
a zero demographic growth, while they have a very high 
growth.” 
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Concluding the news conference, Ciampi answers a 
question concerning TY mogul Berlusconi's idea of 
forming a new party. He says: “I can say that if this 
government is still in power during the election cam- 
paign, it believes that one of its main tasks is to ensure 
that all those running in the election campaign are given 
the same opportunity.” 


Possible Election Dates Discussed 


BR2912083993 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
28 Dec 93 p 5 


[Report signed “Fe. Ge.”: “Elections, Scalfaro Aiming 
for 10 April”’] 


[Excerpt] Rome—{passage omitied] On the eve of a week 
which looks set to be stormy, the Quirinale [presidential 
palace] is making a point of repeating—with utmost 
discretion—that the ‘tinerary Scalfaro had in mind was 
the one everyone knew about and which was never 
denied (dissolution of parliament around 10 January, 
elections 20 March). The schedule has changed—it is 
pointed out—because of the tabling of a no-confidence 
motion which the president could hardly prevent from 
being debated. Even so, the sources add, the tabling of 
the no-confidence vote will only slow down, not 

the perceived course of events. And, if the tabling of the 
no-confidence motion achieves any result at all, it will be 
one which the Quirinale will not hesitate to call negative; 
namely, elections a few weeks late and, above all, a 
government which might be (before and after the vote) 
an outgoing caretaker government not fully invested 
with its powers. 


A glance at the calendar shows 10 April to be the most 
likely election date, since 20 March is becoming increas- 
ingly impossible as the dissolution date is moved further 
and further back; on the other hand, 27 March is 
considered ill-advised since it clashes with Passover, 
while 3 April is Easter Sunday. So, basically, only 10 
April is left, unless sudden accelerations make it possible 
to talk in terms of 20 March once more. Technically, the 
schedule still allows for this possibility, because even if 
parliament is dissolved on 20 January, that still leaves 60 
days to 20 March (the shortest break-period permitted is 
45 days). The margin is narrow, but how will the dual 
debate on the no-confidence motion proceed, and how 
long will it take? [passage omitted] 


Parties’ Positions on No-Confidence Motion 
Viewed 

BR2912084193 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
28 Dec 93 p 3 


[Report by Gianni Bucci: “The No-Confidence Parties 
Start Popping”) 

[Text] Rome—“If the government faces the debate after 
consultations, many of the reasons which caused us to 
sign the no-confidence motion will cease to exist.” Those 
words were spoken by Pierluigi Castagnetti, chief of the 
Christian Democratic Party’s [DC] Secretariat, thereby 
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revealing a secret which was never a real one to begin 
with: Repentance is sweeping the DC members of par- 
liament who signed the no-confidence motion against 
the Ciampi government, tabled by [Radical leader] 
Marco Pannella. They will have an opportunity to with- 
draw their signatures during consultations which the 
premier is to have with the party floor leaders on 4 and 
5 January, in an attempt to understand whether he 
should step down of his own accord or act as caretaker 
until the general election scheduled for spring. 


Indeed, a miscarriage seems to have been built into the 
no-confidence motion the moment it was originally 
conceived. That is the suspicion of those who see in 
Pannella an instrument of the “postponement party.” 
The League, MSI [Italian Social Movement], Rete, and 
the Green Party are pressing for clarification and elec- 
tions at the earliest possible moment. Green member 
Pecoraro Scanio has suggested tabling a second no- 
confidence motion “to prevent the just battle to replace 
the present government and keep from becoming a tool 


of expediency in the hands of those hoping for what is, at _ 


this juncture, an impossible postponement of the elec- 
tion.” With one postcript: If Ciampi jettisons “the most 
partyocratic ministers,” he will withdraw his signature 
from Pannella’s motion. 

Among the many hypotheses being circulated about 
what to do with the Ciampi government, some suggest 
that the present administration should be kept “alive” 
until the election, but shorn of all its ministers who have 
a political background. [Rete Secretary] Leoluca Orlando 
is Opposing the maneuver to postpone elections by 
launching a tirade against those in favor of a new 
government—like Pannella with his proposal of a 
Ciampi mark two—claiming they are nothing but 
attempts to put off elections. The MSI called Panella’s 
motion “a farse,” designed solely to “gain time for those 
members of parliament under investigation.” Even Lib- 
eral Secretary Costa deplored the “heart-rendingly slow 
death of the legislative term,” calling for elections either 
as soon as possible or in June, to coincide with the 
European elections. 


The small maneuvers are all part of a wider game 
between those who wish to hasten elections and those 
seeking to delay them. The former have recently 
expanded to include the Christian Democrats, who fear 
an amalgarration of moderates under [Fininvest Presi- 
dent] Berlusconi's new banner in the center, and the PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left], which has a vested 
interest in closing this confused season, in which politics 
and the magistracy are so closely interwoven, as soon as 
possible. [League leader] Bossi is also in favor of elec- 
tions “some time in March.” The League delegation 
(minus Senate floor leader Speroni, holed up in Paris 


studying French) will tell Ciampi: “It is time to go home, 
time for elections, so please resign.” The bandwagon 
{League nickname], however, will not vote in favor of the 
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no-confidence motion because, to quote the senator 
[Bossi], “it is just the usual old Pannella, playing on 
several tables at once; he has been unleashed to play the 
ay game and hold out for as long as possi- 


, TTT Cee 
DC, keen to test the new People’s Party as it moves to 
heal the internal rifts caused by neo-centrists Casini and 


needed is “a common will to seek the best ways of 
defining the new party's role and position.” The DC 


Martinazzoli’s invitation to make his contribution 
toward enriching the new party at its birth.” 

On one condition: The contributions must be made “in 
the appropriate places, and at the time set aside for the 
party to meet,” not in the form of “factious utterances.” 
Martinazzoli’s medicine does not seem hard for the 
neo-centrists to swallow, based as it is, in Castagnetti’s 
words, on the conviction that “we are all toiling to bring 
this new party into the daylight.” 


Separate treatment is reserved for [National Rebirth 
Pact leader] Segni, who [Interior] Minister Mancino 
treated with a scalpel. He said that the Rebirth Pact and 
the People’s Party “are two different political entities,” 
unless Segni explicitly states that he will take part in the 
plan to set up the new party. The Pact leader also has to 
face a rift with Bartolo Ciccardini, who wrote him saying 
he was opting for the Democratic Alliance and an 
electoral accord with the PDS. This, he writes, because 
the Popular Reform Movement “is a movement 
designed to represent the Catholic component of the 
great democratic alliance between progressive nonde- 
nominationalists and Catholics,” not to work at centrist 
agreements with Martinazzoli’s DC. 


Albanian Government Releases Italian Fishermen 


LD2912123293 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1045 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[Text] Last night all the fishermen from Apulia, who had 
been held in the Albanian port of Viore since 13 
December, returned home. Michele Paragine reports. 


{Paragine] After two weeks, the bitter experience of the 
fishermen who had been held by the maritime authori- 
ties in Viore has come to an end. They had spent their 
entire time in Albania on board the two fishing boats, 
Europa and Saverio Padre, registered in Molfetta but 
sailing from Bari, where they suffered cold and hunger. 
Two fishermen were sent back previously because they 
were ill. The others arrived in Brindisi last night on 
board a ferry. 
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However, the fishing boats remain in Albania. The 27 
ered sufficient to obtain the release of the boats. 


During their time in Albania, the fishermen refused to 
get off their boats, determined to resist any attempt to 
forcibly remove them. However, in the end they had to 
give in. There has been no confirmation because of the 
silence surrounding the case as negotiations are 
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underway for the return of the boats, which are indis- 
pensable for the fishermen to carry on with their liveli- 
hood. Any loose talk could jeopordize the procedure. 


However, the affair has caused alarm. The fishermen 
are asking for negotiations to take place between the 
governments of Rorme and Tirana. 
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Prime Minister Sees ‘Better Times’ for Economy 


LD2912103793 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 0900 GMT 29 Dec 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Esko Aho believes that the most 
painful stage in Finnish economic development ended 
early last spring, and since then the country has been 
moving toward better times. In a New Year's interview 
for the Finnish News Agency, Aho still regards unem- 
ployment as a big problem. In ihe prime minister's view, 
Finland should support the construction of a working 
society in the neighboring regions, such as the Baltic 
states and Russia, because such a society is the best 
guarantee for Finland's security as well. In Aho’'s 
opinion, the first half of January will be decisive in 
negotiations for membership in the European Union. 
Aho again stressed that an agreement must be achieved 
in the negotiations that will safeguard Finland's national 
interests. 


* Forestry Sector Regains Profitability 
94ENO168F Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 23 Nov 93 p B7 


[Article by Pentti Laitinen: “Forest Industry Return Will 
Rise to Profit of 2.5 Billion <ext Year; Jukka Harmala: 
“Spirit of Revenge and Suspicions in Way of Launching 
Lumber Sales”) 

[Text] The forest industry will be returning to moder- 
ately profitable operations following a three-year stretch 
of losses. A forecast of next year’s profits and losses 
published on Monday [22 November] by the Forest 
Industry, R.A. [Registered Association], concludes with 
a profit of 2.5 billion markkas after outlays for financing. 


Forest industry forecasts for this year show a loss of 100 
million markkas if the profit and loss statement is 
burdened with all the losses due to foreign exchange 
rates. Up to now the Forest Industry Association has 
based its estimates of profits on the same-sized profit 
appearing in periods which to a certain extent include 
losses due to exchange rates. 

This year the forest industry's export volume will 
increase by 14 percent over last year's. Export prices in 
markka will rise by about 3 percent. The operating level 
will rise briskly from 85 to 88 percent. 


At least the lumber industry and the production of 
newsprint and high-grade paper will surpass the 90- 
percent operating level that constitutes the rule of thumb 
for profitable production. However, the 92-percent oper- 
ating level for high-grade paper, which is dependent on 
the price of cellulose, is a cosmetic one since the lumber 
combines have a great deal of their production abroad. 
The operating levels and profits of those units are 
definitely dropping. 


Huge increases in lumber and plywood exports are being 
recorded. Thirty percent more lumber is being exported 
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than last year and the increase for plywood is fully 50 
percent. The approximately 30-percent increase in 
receipts for both kinds [of wood products] is a sign of low 
prices. 

Half of the 45 billion markkas in expc tt earnings comes 
from paper exports, the general price level for which is 
steadily rising: This year the tonnage increased by 11 
percent and the price in markkas obtained for it by 19 
percent. 


Under the pressure of expenditures for interest, the 
lumber companies have reduced their debt burden. The 
ratio of net debi to sales volume is dropping at an annual 
rate of 10 percentage points. It is estimated that debts 
will equal 91 percent of sales volume this year and about 
80 percent next year. It is estimated that net financing 
expenditures will drop from the present lightly over 
1l-percent level to 8 percent next year. The self- 
sufficiency level will nevertheless remain below 40 per- 
cent. 


Lumber Sales Framework Wide Open 


According to Forest Industry, R.A., general manager Jarl 
Kohler’s estimate, the industry at present gets over 
600,000 cubic meters of timber a week, whereas they 
need about a million. 


According to the association's chairman of the board, 
Jukka Harmala, to get lumber sales off to a start, some 
sort of general agreement has to be proposed together 
with producers, the basic nature of which has not, 
however, become clear. “A spirit of revenge and suspi- 
cions beyond which we have not gotten is in the way of 
advancing the negotiations entered into with produc- 
ers,” Harmala said. 


The industry's ranks are confused by the lumber sales 
issue inasmuch as the Forest Association Cooperative 
has reached an agreement in principle with the MTK 
{Agricultural Producers Association] on the rules of the 
game for lumber sales and price hikes. Because of this, 
Forest Industry Association industrialist Juhani Ahava 
did not participate in the decision on the matter reached 
by the Forest Industry, R.A., decisionmaking bodies. 


The MTK Forest Industry Committee plans to decide on 
the agreement to be concluded with the Forest Industry 
Association next Wednesday. The agreement in prin- 
ciple may even be called off if the rest of the industry 
does not go along with it. 


According tv Jukka Harmala, a lumber price tied to 
export prices would lead to a price line way of thinking, 
something the industry will not accept. Harmala does 
not stomach the lumber agreement's strict procedure for 
giving people notice either. 

In a speech he gave at the Forest Industry fall meeting, 
Harmala suggested that they look into the possibility of 
developing systems for controlling forest ownership by, 
for example, going back to the old forest tax system. 
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Old-Growth Forests To Be Examined Again 


Last week general manager Jari Kohler said that the 
SPIEGEL interview that made such a splash will in part 
lead to examination of the old-growth forests issue once 
again. Kohler emphasized that, to start with, the discus- 
sion of all of Finland's forestry issues must be conducted 
inside the country and its content must be extracted in 
the right form. 


While he was commenting last week on the story that 
appeared in the German magazine, SPIEGEL, he 
alluded to the possibility that chemical industry 
financing may be behind the environmental organiz;. 
tion, Greenpeace. He stressed the fact that he based his 

that this might be the case on a story pub- 
lishea in SPIEGEL two years ago, “Geldmaschine 
Greenpeace” [The Greenpeace Money Machine], at 
which time it could have had nothing to do with condi- 
‘ions in Finland. 


* Greens Elect New Leadership 
94ENO0168D Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 29 Nov 93 p 3 


[Article by Anna-Riitta Sippola: “Haavisto Narrowly 
Elected Leader of Greens, Soininvaara Lost Race by 66 
wo €2, Katariina Poskiparta Becomes Party Secretary”) 
{¥c.-} Teisko—MP Pekka Haavisto will be leading the 
Grecn League for the next two years. Haavisto won out 
over Licentiate in Political Science Osmo Soininvaara in 
the race for the chairmanship by a vote of 66 to 62. The 
election was decided by the second round of balloting. 
Teacher Ulla Klotzer dropped out of the race in the first 
round. 


The Greens party congress was convened at the Metal- 
workers Association College in Teisko. Pekka Sauri, who 
had led the party for two and a half years, did not want 
to stay on in his post any longer. 

Haavisto promised the congress participants that the 
Greens would push forward on issues involving the 
unemployed and those who have been passed over more 
than has been done up to now. 


However, Haavisto felt that the changes in the party 
rules constitute the biggest change produced by the 
congress. The party is now getting an administration 
which, according to Haavisto, is a good tool for political 
action. 

The Greens elected city councilwoman Katariina Poski- 
parta party secretary by a clear margin. 


* Greens’ New Leader, Party Secretary Profiled 
94ENOIO8E Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 29 Nov 93 p 7 


[Article by Anna-Riitta Sippola: “Smiling Neon-Green 
Lad”) 
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[Text] Pekka Haavisto, 35, is a smiling lad fit to repre- 
sent the Greens. His hair is not unkemt, his mustache is 
trimmed, his shirt is properly iv... 

The electi Sinaia a aintaliain eid diel 
of 1987 made people familiar with Haavisto. His pc'ite 
behavior and straightforward way of speaking brought 
the Greens votes and elevated Haavisto into the 
Eduskunta. People said that Haavisto was the sun-in-law 
every mother dreamed of. 


Haavisto does not have a college or other higher degree. 
His enthusiasm for university studies waned early in the 
game. His youth was spent editing alternate [life-style] 
newspapers and on train trips all over Europe. 
Haavisto is still a traveling man. During his second term 
as a member of the Eduskunta his interest was directed 
toward the East, Europe, and everywhere human rights 
are being trampled in the dust. 

Haavisto is a conchie, but that does not keep him from 
taking an interest in defenese and security policy issues 
on the parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee. 


Up to now Haavisto has not tackled domestic social 
issues much in the Eduskunta. Nor is he any sort of 
fledgling Green who spends his time contemplating the 
mysteries of nature. Haavisto is more familiar with the 
green of neon light than the green of leaves. 

Haavisto knows how to use words. His calm manner and 
sharp nose for psychological factors have often helped 
the mixed company of the Greens to reach agreement on 
common lines of action without anyone's soul's suffering 
any great injury. 

Haavisto supports Finland's application for membership 
in the European Union. He has not yet chosen his 
favorite from among the presidential candidates. 


Organization Whip Gets Job 

Being elected party secretary of the Green League brings 
Katariina Poskiparta a small, but regular monthly salary 
for two years. The Greens pay their employees less than 
9,000 markkas a month. 


Poskiparta, 32, is a Tampere councilwoman. She studied 
psychology and was the Psychologists Association orga- 
nization secretary, among other things. She has not 
recently held a steady job. 

She has been making a living by managing various 
training projects, among other things. 

“I have to find a place to live in Helsinki,” she pondered 
after the election. 


Poskiparta is the chairman of the Tampere Greens party 
group. She is putting that post back into circulation. 


Poskiparta joined the Greens only a year ago. She 
acquired the incentive to become an organization whip 
through her involvement in university student politics. 
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In 1989 she was chairman of the Finnish University 
Student Unions Association. 


Poskiparta takes a “cautiously favorable” view of mem- 
errs ee reeren Waee. San 3 aes © wate Be 
Eeva Kuuskoski in the presidential elections. 


Norway 


Progress of EC Membership Talks Reported 
PM2812164093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
22 Dec 93 p 6 


{Report by Morten Fyhn: “Godal Remains Firm on 
Alcohol Monopoly Demands”) 


[Text] Brussels—“It will not be easy for Norway to 
achieve a better arrangement for Vinmonopolet [state 
alcohol monopoly] than Sweden and Finland,” Bel- 
gium’'s foreign minister has warned. 

Yesterday Sweden and Finland reached agreement with 
the EC's foreign ministers to end all their monopolies 
relating to alcohol with the exception of that which 
covers alcohol sales through state-owned stores. Our 
neighbors declared that they were very pleased with this 
result from the negotiations, but Norway is demanding 
to be allowed to retain its wholesale and import 
monopoly. 


The Swedish-Finnish solution has come about as a result 
of an exchange of letters between the two countries and 
EC Commissioner Hans van den Brock. The letters will 
form part of the final negotiated package, and mean that 
the EC Commission accepts the responsibility to work 
out guarantees to be put to the European Court of Justice 
that the retail monopoly can be reconciled with the EC's 
regulations. 

In Brussels yesterday Trade Minister Bjorn Tore Godal 
rejected the two other Nordic countries’ solutions to the 
alcohol problem and said tha: this is their own affair. 
“We must accept that they think that this is good for 
them. For us it is not good enough,” he said. Godal said 
that the Swedish and Finnish monopoly arrangements 
are much more comprehensive than Norway's, which he 
claimed are motivated purely for health reasons. 


The Norwegian position is and will remain that the 
Vinmonopolet problem has been solved in the adjust- 
ments made to comply with the EEA [European Eco- 
nomic Area] agreement, and that there are therefore no 
plans to raise the matter with the EC in the negotiations 
for membership. Sweden and Finland have now 
achieved solutions because they—unlike Norway—put 
forward concrete demands in this area. 


Norway intends to continue playing for high stakes until 
someone, with the EEA agreement in hand, takes 
Norway to the European Court of Justice. If things go 
wrong there the Norwegian strategy is clearly that it will 
then be possible to have as a fallback position the 


the negotiations with the applicant nations. This means 
them all. 


tional period of four years. Austria and Finland were 
willing to accept three years, but Sweden and Norway 
successfully pressed their demand for an additional year. 


In the transitional period the other EC countries will try 
to come up to the applicants’ standards in the areas 
where they today fall behind. The transitional period 
runs from the day the applicants become members— 
from 1995, if everything goes according to plan. 


But what happens if the EC has not achieved the 
applicants’ standards by 1999? Have they been given any 
absolute guarantee that they do not run the risk of having 
to lower their standards? Foreign Minister Willy Claes 
ee re 


But Claes strongly emphasized that the EC's ambition is 
to carry out its part of the bargain over four years. if 
problems do arise in 1999 it will be up to the Commis- 
sion and the Council of Ministers and possibly the 
European Court of Justice to look into the matter, he 
said. 


Yesterday Trade Minister Godal said that Norway is 
assuming that it may perhaps be possible to extend the 
transitional period, if the EC’s environmental standards 
are still lagging behind in 1999. His Swedish, Finnish, 
and Austrian counterparts also said that they are now 
confident that the environmental issue has been resolved 
and that they have been given sufficiently good guaran- 
tees for the future. 


The Swedes were the ones who were most satisfied in 
Brussels yesterday. Not only did they have their difficult 
alcohol and environmental problems resolved. They also 
finally achieved a positive solution to the issue which 
more than any other has become the big symbolic issue 
in the Swedish negotiations—the right to use wet snuff 
and to sell it in Norway. Today the sale of wet snuff in 
EC countries is banned. Norway and Sweden have now 
been granted an exemption from this sales ban. 
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“This is a welcome Christmas present,” 
Affairs Minister Ulf 


plete the negotiations before the 1 March deadline. 


OF Go er epean res 2 ase Seen 
to get through the 29 chapters in the negotiations. After 
yesterday's meeting Sweden has completed 18 chapters, 
roe po St Opes See © oe ee 
Norway is at the bottom of the class with only | 
chapters completed. But according to Trade Minleter 
Godal, a further four to five chapters are 
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the other applicants’ negotiations. “Norway is only mil- 
limeters away from completing several i 
negotiations, and it also started after the others,” he said. 


Yesterday the applicant nations reached agreement with 
the EC on the chapters which relate to the Maastricht 
Treaty—that is, foreign and security policy and legal and 


Spain has raised objections which the EC must first clear 
up internally. 


Minister Knudson Rejects EC Alcohol Stand 


PM2812171093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
22 Dec 93 p 6 


[Report by Heidi Borud: “Nothing New From Brussels”’] 


[Text] The fact that the EC Commission yesterday 
agreed that Sweden may be permitted to keey control of 
retail sales of wine and spirits through its alcohol monop- 
oly—Systembolaget—will not have any immediate 
repercussions for Norway. Social Affairs Minister Grete 
Knudsen told AFTENPOSTEN that the Commission's 
decisien is not good enough for Norway, but that it is a 
partial victory. 

“The only thing that was new from the Commission is 
that it now accepts that the state should have a monopoly 
on the sale of wine and spirits. The fact that it is skeptical 
toward an import and wholesale monopoly is nothing 
new,” Knudsen said. 


She made it clear that it is of crucial importance to 
Norway to retain its import monopoly and that the 
government will not accept direct trade between wine 
importers and restaurants. 
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“We have so many untidy practices in the restawant 
industry and it is for reasons of our national alcohol 
policy that we want to keep the import monopoly,” the 
minister said. 


As far as the wholesale monopoly—which the EC Com- 
mission also wants to abolish—is concerned, this is of 
less importance to Norway. 

According to Vinmonopolet [state alcohol monopoly] 
director Kjell Froyslid, we have the following monopoly 


The social affairs minister said that Vinmonopolet's 
position in law is linked te the EEA Economic 
Area] agreement and will not be altered by the 
views of the Commission. “The Commission has 
ee Cee 


Oil Price Drop May Lead to Increased Taxes 


94P20166A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
18 Dec 93 p 2 


{Article by Ole Nygaard: “Johnsen Fears Spending 
Reductions”) 


[Text] As soon as late February or in March the govern- 
ment may present a belt-tightening package. 


It is expected to contain both tax and surcharge increases 
and transfer reductions. It all depends on how the oil 
price goes. 

Some time in the spring or summer the government 
plans to sell some of its shares in tie DnB [Den norske 
Bank] bank. 


In his budget-balancing speech yesterday Finance Min- 
ister Sigbjorn Johnsen made it absolutely clear that a 
belt-taghtening will be required if the price of oil remains 
low for some time. An average price of 100 kroner per 
barrel in 1994 would reduce Norway's income by nearly 
— The government would lose about 10 


Avoiding Currency Fluctuations 


The government is doing all it can to avoid that a loss in 
income leads to an automatic belt-tightening because of 
fluctuations in the currency market and a higher interest 
rate, The specter of the drop in oil prices in 1986 looms 
large. Johnsen said that that kind of development can 
For this reason he wants controlled countermeasures in 
the budget policy. 


“Countermeasures on toth the expenditure and the 
revenue sides are feasible without affecting the more 
fundamental aspects of th« welfare society. It is impor- 
tant to take any such measures in such a way that they do 
not have a slowing effect on the growth of the continental 
economy or employment,” Johnsen said. 





Since the government wants to protect welfare items, 
government expenditures will not be cut with the 
“cheese-<utter method,” that is, equal cuts across the 
board. Instead they want to identify certain areas where 
more drastic measures might be taken. The finance 
minister mentioned the transfers. One might 


The finance minister did not say when a potential 
belt-tightening might occur. In late February the govern- 
ment will hold its 1995 budget discussion at Halvors- 
bole. It would be natural to combine work on a bellt- 
tightening package with work on the 1995 budget. If that 
is the case, the package would be coming at that time. 
The next logical time would be in conjunction with the 
revised budget. In this case the cuts would be adopted in 
June. But it all depends on how the oil price fares. 


Selling Shares 

The finance minister also said in his Storting speech that 
the government will sell some of its shares in DnB. The 
first step will be to demand a conversion to shares of 
equal value of the 3.5 billion kroner preference capital 
that the Government Bank Insurance Fund has put into 
DnB. That would raise the government's ownership 
from 69 to 87.5 percent. The bank has been given the 
green light for a new issue in the spring or summer. The 
Government Bank Insurance Fund and the Government 
Bank Investment Fund are considering the sale of some 
of the government's shares in the bank at the same time 
as the issue. That way the increased value would benefit 
the government. 


The government is planning to appoint an advisory 
committee or a group of experts to estimate the cost of 
new reforms. Such a group would assist the various 
ministries in making their cost-benefit analyses, the 
minister of finance remarked. 


29 December 1993 


Social Democrats ‘Satisfied’ With EU Talks 


PM2812142893 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 22 Dec 93 p A6 


[Report by Ewa Thibaud: “Now the Tide of Public 
Opinion Will Turn”) 


[Text] Opposition leader Ingvar Carisson is satisfied. He 
believes that the Social Democrats’ demands in the EU 
[European Union] negotiations have been met. 


“Now we must pursue the negotiations calmly and in a 
. Negotiating 


guaran 
1 January 1995. The important date is | January 1996 
for that is when things which we want to be involved in 
and influence start to happen.” 


Ingvar Carisson and party colleagues Mats Hellstrom 
and Pierre Schori called a news conference to demon- 
strate their satisfaction with the outcome of the negoti- 
ations in Brussels. It +as as good as it was thanks to the 
Social Democrats, acconting to the Social Democrats 
themselves. 

“We brought our views to bear and confirmed the 
Swedish stance. Previously only the EU's views had been 
given a hearing,” Schori said. 


The Social Democrats were chiefly satisfied with the 
security policy aspect. They view the fact that Sweden as 
an applicant is able to participate in the EU's common 
foreign and security policy as an expression of the EU's 
confidence in Sweden. 

Ingvar Carlsson believes that the tide of public opinion 
could turn, and in particular doubtful Social Democrats 
could move over to the “yes” side if the government 
continues with the close contacts with the opposition 
that it has had in the last few days. 


“Now we are demonstrating that we are involved and 
exerting an influence—something over which many 
people doubted ou~ capability. Now we are contributing 
to a more certain peace in Europe in harmony with the 
spirit of Olof Palme.” 

However, he was unwilling to comment on environ- 
mental issues before he has had a closer look at the 
outcome of the negotiations. 


Iranian Citizen Sentenced for Spying on Refugees 
LD2812184693 Stockholm Radio Sweden in Swedish 
1645 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] An Iranian citizen who spied on Iranian refugees 
in Sweden was today sentenced to 18 months imprison- 
ment by Soedra Roslag’s district court. The man has 
admitted that he spied at the request of the Iranian state. 
He then presented reports to three Iranian diplomats 
who were deported trom Sweden earlier in the autumn. 
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Denktas Asks DP’s Atun To Form New try to serve our page the best possible way, in 
Government harmony with you and with Turkey, in cooperation and 
TA2812123493 Nicosia Bayra!- Radio in Turkish harmony especially in connection with the Cyprus issue. 


1130 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Excerpts] President Rauf Denktas has Demo- 
cratic Party [DP] leader Hakki Atun with the task of 
forming a new government. 

of the political parties represented at the Republican 
Assembly. [passage omitted] 

In a statement made following his meeting with the 
president, National Unity Party leader Dervis Er_ =~ 
said his party has no demands about forming a govern- 
ment at this stage. We emerged from the ballot box as the 
first party, he said, and the task of forming a government 
should have been given to us. However, the coalition 
efforts of the DP and the Republican Turkish Party 
[RTP] led the president to lean toward assigning one of 
these two parties the task of forming a new government, 
he added. ;, assage omitted] 


After meeting with the leaders of the four parties, Den- 
ktas received DP leader Hakki Atun for the second time 
and asked him to form a new government. 


[Begin Denktas recording] In light of the meetings I had 
with the party leaders, I understand that the DP believes 
it can establish a coalition. In fact, it has been working 
toward that. I also met with RTP leader Ozker Ozgur, 
who confirmed that the work is continuing. Conse- 
quently, without any further waste of time, | am 
assigning the task to the DP leader, who says he can 
establish a coalition. | wish him success, and I hope that 
an open, just, and honest government will be formed and 
begin to work as soon as possible. [end recording) 


After being assigned the task, Atun said he will do all he 
can to establish a government in line with the will of the 
people as soon as possible. He pointed out that the work 
on forming a government is now at a positive stage, 
adding: 

[Begin Atun recording] Mr. President, we have had 
difficult days during the past six months, and we have 
reached an important stage in line with the expectations 
of our people. I will do all | cxn to establish a government 
in line with the will of the people as soon as possible and 
fulfill my responsibility. The work on forming a govern- 
ment is now at a positive stage. We will now give it the 
finishing touches, and I hope we will be able to present 
the government to you as soon as possible. I promise that 
we will try to be deserving of this task and honor and will 


Be assured that we will do all we can. [end recording] 


Mikhailidhis ‘Satisfied’ With EU Observer 
Appointment 

NC2412130893 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
— 1130 GMT 


[Excerpt] Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis said the 
appointment of a European Union [EU] observer to the 
Cyprus talks is a political victory for Cyprus. In a news 
conference today following his return from Cairo, 
Mikhailidhis said developments on the observer issue 
are a topic between the UN secretary general and the EU. 
He added that Turkish reaction is tantamount to recog- 
nition that the Turkish Government was unable to stop 
this development. 

Mikhailidhis said President Glavkos Klindhis’ demilita- 


ee To Increase North's 
elecommunications 


oe Nicosia KIBRIS in Turkish 27 Dec 93 
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[Excerpt] (TURKISH CYPP OT NEWS AGENCY)}— 
The TRNC [Turkish Repub of Northern Cyprus) will 
benefit from the TURKSAT satellite, which will be 
eee ee On en eee 
tn March. The satellite will carry 22 television channels 
and establish inks with all components of the Turkic 
ic Sea to the Great Wail of China. 
n the TRNC will be able to receive the satel- 
a small dish antenna. Meanwhile, the 
i or 
icient telephone and facsimile ser- 

and exchange of aaa Thi however will require 
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March. Akcaba said that the TRNC will need a ground 
station to benefit from all of TURKSAT’s services. 


[passage omitted] 
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NC2812133593 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1300 GMT 28 Dec 43 


Iranian Embassy Calls Report ‘Baseless’ 
LD2812144193 Tehran IRNA in English 1418 GMT 
28 Dec 93 


ext} Athens, Dec. 28, IRNA—The Islamic Republic 
Toesday [28 December] dismissed an Italian 


“The report is absolutely baseless and completely lies 
and false. li is a wicked attempt to harm the very close 


and friendly relations between Greece and Iran,” an 
Iranian Embassy source told IRNA. 

The Italian newspaper CORRIERE DELLA SERA yes- 
terday claimed that two members of “17 November” 
travelled to Tehran in November. 


Firms Blockade Macedonian Tanker Access to 
Refinery 


L.D2812173793 Belgrade TANJUG Domestic Service in 
Serbo-Croatian 1606 GMT 28 Dec 93 


the Mlaz shipping company of 
jelija instead of requesting the services of local trans- 
porters. currently stranded 
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Poised Hammer mandate should be extended in order to 
secure the lives and property of the residents of north 


Iraq and to guarantee tranquillity in the region. 


Expressing his personal views, Democratic Left Party 
leader Bulent Ecevit suggested that Poised Hammer was 
more harmful than beneficial for Turkey, Iraq was 
actually divided, and an artificial state was established in 
the region. 


Cetin responded to criticism on behalf of the govern- 
ment. He stressed that the economic problems in south- 
east Anatolia and the problem of terrorism will not be 
resolved if the mandate of Poised Hammer is termi- 
nated. Remarking that the Iraqi Administration is 
largely responsible for the existing situation in the 
region, Cetin said Iraq still refuses to accept Kuwait's 
independence and continues to regard Kuwait as one of 
its own districts. Northern Iraq continues to be unstable, 
Cetin noted, adding that the problem can only be solved 
through a peaceful dialogue among all the elements 
involved. The foreign minister declared that Iraq must 
make peace with its own citizens and the world as soon 
as possible and comply with all UN Security Council 
resolutions. The problems that could arise with the 
removal of Poised Hammer will neither benefit Turkey 
nor serve its interests, Cetin concluded. [passage 
omitted] 


PKK esman Denies Rumors of Ocalan 
Assass 
NC2812175493 Paris AFP in English 1625 GMT 


28 Dec 93 


[Text] Ankara, Dec 28 (AFP)}—The leader of the sepa- 
ratist Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), Abdullah Oca- 
lan, was rumoured here Tuesday [28 December] to have 
been murdered in Syria, his country of residence, but a 
spokesman for the rebel leader dismissed tiie reports. 


Interior Minister Nahit Mentese said in a telephone 
interview with state television that reports that Ocalan 
might have been killed or wounded had reached Ankara, 
but that it had not yet been possible to confirm the truth 
of them. 


Prime Minister Tansu Ciller told the press that there 
might be “surprising developments” concerning ter- 
rorism. 


However a PKK spokesman in Brussels, Kani Yilmaz, 
dismissed the reports. 


“Lying reports of this kind make us laugh. We have said 
often enough that our leader is in (Turkish) Kurdistan at 
the head of the struggle,” Yilmaz said in a statement to 
the Kurdistan Committee, an agency which represents 
PKK views. 


He said Ocalan would probably meet members of the 
Turkish and international media at his base in Kurdistan 
in the near future. 
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There were reports a few weeks ago, which the authori- 
ties here could not confirm, that Ocalan had been 
arrested in Syria on the orders of President Hafiz al- 
Asad. 


Turkey has often complained that Syria, and Iran, give 
help to the PKK in its decade-long fight in south-east 
Turkey for a Kurdish state. Since 1984, more than 
10,500 civilians, rebels and troops have been killed in 
the fighting. 


Interior Minister Says Attempt Not Confirmed 
NC2812175993 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1700 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Text] Interior Minister Nahit Mentese announced that 
an operation was undertaken to destroy PKK [Kurdish 
Workers Party] leader Abdullah Ocalan. Mentese indi- 
cated, however, that they still do not have definite 
information confirming the assassination of Apo [Oca- 
lan]. 


[Begin recording] [Reporter Metin Corabatir] Is there an 
ongoing operation to kill Ocalan? 


{[Mentese] Of course, there is an ongoing operation to 
catch him dead or alive. 


[Corabatir] In fact, though, there is no news just now. 


[Mentese] Certain indications reached us yesterday, just 
the way they reached you. I tried to confirm them 
through the intelligence units and the Foreign Ministry. 
I have not received any confirmation as yet. [end 
recording] 


Kurdish Leaders’ Relations With Turkey, PKK 
Viewed 

NC2812165993 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 

20 Dec 93 p 25 


{Column by Ertugrul Ozkok: “Unpublicized Call on 
Mas’ud Barzani”] 


[Text] A high-ranking Foreign Ministry official made an 
unpublicized call on Mas’ud Barzani, leader of the 
Democratic Party of Kurdistan, in Zakho last week. His 
talks with him were important. The official returned to 
Ankara over the weekend with a message from Barzani 
to Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin. Barzani’s message 
conveyed a resolute and open guarantee to Hikmet 
Cetin. He said: “We will never join the Kurdish Workers 
Party [PKK].” Barzani used the word “never” to empha- 
size the strength of his guarantee. 


The high-ranking official made an important observa- 
tion in northern Iraq, as follows: “A chilly atmosphere is 
gradually developing between Mas’ud Barzani and Jalal 
Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, as 
a result of the former’s resolute stand against the PKK.” 


Barzani’s Anxiety 


There is more to Barzani’s message, however. He under- 
lined another point in a similarly determined way. He 











Iraq. The Turkish intelligence units 


; 


fact, that was why the Turkish military aircraft did not 
bomb it during their latest assault on PKK positions and 
hideouts in northern Iraq. 


The Target Now is the Zeli Camp 


Barzani has confirmed that information. Meanwhile, the 
intelligence units have reported that Iran has recently 
shelled the Zeli camp from time to time. Those reports 
indicated that Turkey, Iran, and Barzani will not give the 
PKK an opportunity to be active in the region. 


The latest developments have also brought to light the 
political inclinations in northern Iraq. While Jalal Tala- 
bani openly said last week that they “will not use arms 
against the PKK,” Barzani informed AL-HAYAH that 
they “will fight against the PKK.” The stand against the 
PKK will definitely have a bearing on the way Turkey 
approaches the political forces after the crisis in northern 
Iraq ends. While Turkey will regard Barzani as a reliable 
and realistic leader, it will treat Talabani as an unreliable 
neighbor. That, however, should not be taken to mean 
that Ankara will adopt a hostile approach against him. It 
is true that Talabani’s approach on matters related to the 
PKK is not one that Turkey prefers. Nevertheless, the 
fact that he has not sided with the PKK in the interna- 
tional domain is in Turkey's favor. 


The War Will End 


The political forces in northern Iraq must not regard 
their relations with Turkey within the framework of the 
extraordinary conditions that exist now. The PKK 
problem will be resolved and PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan will be removed in the future. However, Turkey 
and the forces in northern Iraq will continue to exist. In 
view of that, it will be in Talabani’s interest to consider 
the long-term perspectives of the matter. That also 
applies to Turkey. While drawing up the limits of his 
political maneuvering, he must be careful to see to it that 
they do not create a reaction in Turkey and its people. 


Another point Talabani should consider is that the PKK 
will be a threat to Barzani and Talabani as much as it is 
to Turkey if that organization is allowed to become 
stronger in the region. It is a fact that Abdullah Ocalan 
has been able to create problems for Turkey. In view of 
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that, it will be very easy for him to place Barzani and 
Talabani in a difficult position in northern Iraq. That is 
a point where the interests of Turkey and the leaders in 
northern Iraq meet. 


To the Kurdish Leaders Who Act With Common Sense 


Obviously, becoming a neighbor of Turkey, which is 
developing and whose industry is strengthening, is far 
better than becoming a neighbor of an unstable region 
under Ocalan’s influence. The Kurdish leaders who act 
with common sense must have realized that fact a long 
time ago. 


It is a fact that Turkey needs wise leaders to talk to in 
northern Iraq. However, the Kurdish leaders’ need for a 
stable Turkey is more important. The two sides have 
vital interests within the framework of their neighborly 
relations. In view of that, they must fulfill the require- 
ments. However, it is a fact that Turkey expects Talabani 
to adopt a policy similar to that maintained by Barzani. 


Bosnian Leader Arrives for 1-Day Working Visit 
7TA28 12205993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 28 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Bosnia-Herzegovina Prime Minister Haris Sila- 
jdzic arrived in Ankara today on a one-day working visit. 
The visiting prime minister was received at Ankara’s 
Esenboga Airport by Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin. 


In an airport statement, Cetin said Bosnia-Herzegovina 
is entering 1994 with great pain and problems. Noting 
that this is a disgrace for the whole world, Cetin 
remarked that the events are taking place as Europe is 
watching. Cetin continued: As you know, the Bosnia- 
Herzegovina officials have very justified demands. They 
have just demands concerning the territorial issue and 
they have just demands regarding an outlet to the sea. 
Furthermore, they have justified demands on becoming 
an independent and sovereign state. They want to guar- 
antee the implementation of these demands in any future 
agreement. Turkey is able to find the opportunity to 
voice these just demands at all international organiza- 
tions and will continue to do so in the future as well. 


In his statement, Silajdzic explained that his people, who 
are in a state of war, are forced to fight against winter 
conditions as well as the lack of basic commodities such 
as electricity and gas. Recalling that the joint meetings 
will resume in Geneva on 15 January, Silajdzic remarked 
that during these talks, his side will ask the international 
community to lift the embargo on Bosnia- Herzegovina 
Muslims. Silajdzic noted that in this way his people will 
be able to meet their armament and other needs. Failing 
this, he added, the world must find a solution to the 
problem by resorting to force in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
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Meets Demirel, Ciller Air Force Promises To Assist Macedonia 
TA2912145893 Ankara TRT Television Network in NC2812141293 Istanbul AYDINLIK in Turkish 
Turkish 1300 GMT 29 Dec 93 24 Dec 93 pp I, 11 
, [Text] Ankara—Indicating that “Russia aside, the 
[Announcer-read report over video] Turkish Air Force is the strongest in the region,” the 


[Text] President Suleyman Demirel has said that the 
civilized world is not only causing sufferirg by 
remaining a spectator to ‘he violence in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, it is also g' ng the message that the 
aggressor will be tolerated throughout the world. 
Demirel said: There still exist means to reduce the 
suffering. The sooner we find these means, the sooner we 
eliminate additional pain. 

Demirel received Bosnia-Herzegovina Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic, who is on a one-day working visit in 
Ankara, at the Cankaya Mansion today. In a statement at 
the meeting, Demire! stressed that the incidents that 
have been taking place in Bosnia-Herzegovina for the 
last two years are a disgrace for humanity, adding that 
Turkey is doing all it can in the diplomatic and human- 
itarian fields, both financially and spiritually, to stop this 
disgrace. 

Silajdzic also met with Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. In a 
written statement she issued after the meeting, which 
was held yesterday, Ciller said that the meeting had been 
extremely beneficial. She added: We discussed recent 
developments in the peace process. We dwelt on how 
Turkey can be helpful to Bosnia-Herzegovina before the 
15 January meeting between the parties involved, with 
the participation of the co-chairmen. 


Bulgarian Leader Comments on Zhirinovskiy, 
Macedonia 


TA28 12190693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 28 Dec 93 


[Announcer-read report over still of Bulgarian President 
Zhelyu Zhelev]} 


[Text] Bulgarian President Zhelyu Zhelev has said that 
Viadimir Zhirinovskiy, the extreme nationalist leader of 
the Russian Liberal Democratic Party, threatens world 
peace. In a statement to ANATOLIA Agency, Zhelev 
remarked that Zhirinovskiy’s opinions are proof that 
Russia dreams of becoming an empire again. Pointing 
out that Zhirinovskiy also supports Greece’s policy 
regarding Macedonia, Zhelev noted that Athens’ silence 
concerning the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party is 
significant. 


Zhelev explained that Turkey occupies the role of a 
guarantor country with regard to the maintenance of 
peace in the Balkans. He stressed that on the basis of this 
position, Turkey inspires hope for the peaceful solution 
of the problems. Zhelev added that Turkey, which yields 
great influence over Macedonia, is the only country that 
can prevent it from engaging in war. 


commander of the Turkish Air Force General Halis 
Burhan has said: “Our strength will soon redouble, once 
the tanker planes join our force. We are ready to provide 
every assistance to Macedonia.” 


(-wnmander of the Macedonian Air Force Colonel Mile 
Manolev, who is on an official visit to Turkey, visited 
Gen. Burhan at his headquarters. Gen. Burhan said: 
“Our strength will redouble once the midair refueling 
planes join our force. We are ready to assist friendly and 
fraternal Macedonia on every issue. We hide no secrets 
from them.” He indicated that the guest commander will 
be taken to the most secret headquarters locations, and 
will even be provided with the most secret information. 


Col. Manolev, who visited the 4th Main Airbase Com- 
mand in Ankara within this framework the day before 
yesterday, will today tour important Air Force installa- 
tions in Eskisehir. 


Iranian Official Delivers Message From Velayati 
NC2912073793 Tehran Voice of the Islamic Republic of 
- First Program Network in Persian 0330 GMT 

9 Dec 93 


[Text] Our Foreign Ministry's director general for 
Middle East and North African Affairs arrived in Ankara 
yesterday and talked with Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin. During the visit, our representative 
handed Cetin a written message from Foreign Minister 
Velayati, and exchanged views on regional developments 
and regional cooperation. 


Government, Kuwait Agree on Agricultural 
Cooperation 

TA28 12192493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] A memorandum of understanding was signed in 
Ankara today envisaging mutual solidarity and cooper- 
ation between Turkey and Kuwait in the agricultural 
field. The memorandum was signed by *Abd-al-’Aziz 
Dakhil al-Dakhil, Kuwaiti minister of state for cabinet 
affairs who is currently visiting Turkey, and Refaiddin 
Sahin, minister of agriculture and village affairs. 


In a statement at the signing ceremony, Sahin said 
Turkey acted with the whole world following Iraq’s 
unjust occupation of Kuwait and will continue to do so 
in the future as well. In turn, al-Dakhil expressed appre- 
ciation for Turkey's policies during the occupation of 
Kuwait and said this will never be forgotten. 


President Suleyman Demirel received the visiting min- 
ister at Cankaya Mansion today. Sahin also attended the 
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meeting. The Kuwaiti minister also called on Industry 
and Commerce Minister Tahir Kose this morning and 
conferred with him for some time. 


Demirel Discusses Foreign, Domestic Issues 


NC2812202193 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
23 Dec 93 p 15 


[Interview with President Suleyman Demirel by Kenan 
Akin and Sebahattin Onkibar in Ankara; date not given] 


[Text] [TURKIYE] How do you assess Papandreou’s 
reelection as prime minister in Greece? 

[Demirel] This is an important issue. On the threshold of 
1994, the developments around us are getting worse, not 
better. Despite initial hopes, the Balkans are in turmoil. 
Inhumane incidents have taken place in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Turkey is the country that has shown the 
greatest interest in and provided the most help to 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Bosnia-Herzegovina is the fault 
line bet’ cen Islam and Christianity. Nothing good is 
taking place around us. Of cvurse, it is no concern of ours 
who administers Greece. We in government are mere 
administrators. Each nation forms its own administra- 
tion. What could Greece do against Turkey? Turkey is a 
strong state. No one would think of clashing with it. 
Greece is a case in point. To learn this by trying out its 
strength will not be to its benefit. But sometimes traffic 
accidents happen, even when you are a good driver; an 
inexperienced driver comes from the opposite direction 
and runs into you. Turkey is not upset, it is a country 
that has decided to solve problems peacefully. This is not 
Turkey's weakness, but its strength. Turkey has a secu- 
rity force that can defend its borders and rights. It has 
everything. 


{[TURKIYE] How do you assess Greece’s support for 
acts of terror in Turkey? 


[Demirel] I have already spoken with the Greek prime 
minister many times before, and have sent numerous 
letters asking that they not protect terrorism. If despite 
all this they change policy and become the protectors of 
terrorism, then Turkey will be forced to review its 
relations with Greece. 


[TURKIYE] Sir, as you know, an election was held in 
Russia. A person described as fascist won the elections. 
How will these result effect the world? 


[Demirel] It is not that clear who won or lost the Russian 
elections. The fact is that the Constitution was put to a 
referendum and was endorsed. No one has gained an 
absolute majority in the parliament. A political party has 
received the most votes and its leader Zhirinovskiy has 
made some statements. These statements are disturbing. 
These statements disturb not only us but the entire 
world. What will the influence of this party and this 
person be throughout the country? He got 24-25 percent 
of the vote. Will he run the country? What about the 
government? What about the rest of the parliament? 
Everybody is waiting to see which direction the Russian 
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administration will take. There is no fear of Russia 
returning to the Cold War days or to communism. 


[TURKIYE] There is talk about Orthodox expan- 
sionism. How will this effect Turkey? 


[Demirel] What is now being said is that communism 
was a mask and smokescreen for pan-Slavism and Ortho- 
doxy. The real problem is Slavic expansionism. Under 
the cover of communism, the Slavs took 2 million sq. km 
of land under their control. | myself drew attention to 
this from time to time. They could not achieve assimi- 
lation during their 70 years in power, however. They 
could assimilate and into make Slavs none of these 
peoples whom they governed. The only thing that hap- 
pened was that 30 million Russians found themselves 
living outside the Russian Federation. The uncertainty 
in the unified Russia is exceedingly important for the 
world. Russia has 27,000 missiles with nuclear heads. 
Some of them are in Ukraine and others are in Kaza- 
khstan. 


[TURKIYE] Could this be interpreted as a return to 
Tsarism? 


[Demirel] There are worries about this. It appears that a 
chauvinistic nationalist group exists in Moscow and that 
it wants the dissolution of the Soviet empire and the 
recreation of a regime similar to the Tsarist regime. But 
there can be no return to communism. 


[TURKIYE] What will the mission of the Red Army be 
in this case? 

[Demirel] It too is being debated. Its present mission is 
being debated. That is, Russia has fallen apart and has 
entered a period of uncertainty. These uncertainties are 
as U\\ngerous as open threats. 


[TURKIYE] Could there be Greek and Orthodox fingers 
in all this? 


[Demirel] There might be, or might not be. I actually do 
not think that Greece could control Russia. 


[TURKIYE] How could a solution to the Cyprus 
problem be achieved? 


[Demirel] This depends on the decisions made by the 
two communities in Cyprus. A government has been 
formed in [northern] Cyprus. First a government will be 
set up, and then we will talk with the [Turkish] Cypriot 
leaders about how to conduct the policy on Cyprus and 
what objectives to pursue. Of course, Turkey would not 
like to become a side in Cyprus. But Turkey cannot 
remain and has not remained indifferent to the develop- 
ments in Cyprus. Turkey is still responsible for the 
security of the people in Cyprus. It has troops there. We 
do not want to administer Cyprus. Our compatriots in 
Cyprus are administering themselves. Politics is the art 
of persuasion, and things are measured by results. The 
world should not hold Turkey responsible for the lack of 
a political solution in Cyprus. We cannot trample upon 
the rights of our compatriots simply to satisfy the world 
with a political solution. We cannot face a fait accompli. 
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{[TURKIYE] Do you have serious concerns about the 
present state of the Red Army? 


[Demirel] The Red Army cannot do anything by itself. It 
will go in the direction charted by the Russian Federa- 
tion. What we call the Russian Federation—that is the 
government in Moscow—will naturally use the Army if it 
loses control over developments and renounces its 
peaceful and reformist identity. I discussed this with the 
Estonian president during his visit here. The Baltic 
states, Poland, the Czech and Slovak Republics, Hun- 
gary, and even Romania are highly concerned about 
their situation if the Soviet threat becomes a possibility 
once again. They want a security guarantee from the 
West. NATO still does not want to take them under its 
umbrella. 


[TURKIYE] Esteemed president, what are your views 
about the local elections that will be held in March 1994? 


[Demirel] The results of the provincial general assem- 
blies will be very important. The importance of these 
elections is on par with the parliamentary elections. The 
results of the elections for the provincial general assem- 
blies will mostly depend on the efforts and prestige of 
those running for membership in these assemblies. You 
could make a political comparison between parliamen- 
tary and provincial assembly elections. We did not 
consider the 21.8 percent of the votes received by the late 
Ozal during the 1989 provincial assembly elections to be 
sufficient for his government to continue. He started 
with 46 percent and eventually fell to 21.75 percent. 
Politics is a cruel thing. The parties that are in power 
now must command enough votes at the provincial 
assembly elections to remain in power. 


[TURKIYE] Will the electors be able to choose new 
masters from the center, right and left? 


[Demirel] The concepts of right and left have changed. 
Under the new conditions, there is no longer any right or 
left in the world or in Turkey. Events are being assessed 
as a chain of occurrences and not through ideological 
mind-sets. The people are forcing the integrated assess- 
ment of these events. But this will not happen in these 
elections because they are local ones. The first general 
election will force an integrated assessment of the devel- 
opments. Turkish politics is very fragmented. This is the 
result of the 1980 military intervention. What was 
achieved by closing down the parties? The parties 
reopened after 1980. There are no such things as big and 
small parties. Instead, there is party psychology. A party 
might not have a following today, but it will gain power 
tomorrow. 


{[TURKIYE] How do you assess the defection of parlia- 
mentarians from one party to another? 


[Demirel] The Constitution prohibits this, but there are 
people among the political parties who do not favor 
banning the movement of the parliamentarians between 
the parties. The related constitutional article should be 
amended. Each person should be free to chose his 
direction. The Assembly is a huge institution, and it is 
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the Assembly's duty to protect the prestige of this insti- 
tution. We too have been accused wrongly in the transfer 
of parliamentarians from one party to another. 


[TURKIYE] Is the defection of a parliamentarian from 
the ruling party to the opposition an indication of a 
weakness in the ruling party? 


[Demirel] Not in most cases. Such things also happened 
in the past, but it is not a good thing to do. 


{[TURKIYE] Do you find yourself closer to True Path 
Party or Motherland party? 


[Demirel] I am not in a position to reply to this question. 
I am a neutral president. Millions have followed me for 
the last 30 years regardless of fluctuating fortunes. There 
are millions who have supported me in forming the 
government and becoming president. I cannot say now I 
do not recognize them. I know most of them by name 
and by their families. They are still my friends. I am not 
only a person engaged in politics. There are supporters 
from within Motherland Party too, and I am talking 
about all of them. I cannot disregard them after attaining 
this position. Outside my political status, I am their 
father. In my present position I have no political status. 
Only my human status exists. 


{[TURKIYE] How do you assess our ties with Azerbai- 
jan? 


[Demirel] Our relations with Azerbaijan are those of one 
state to another. Of course, Azerbaijan and its people are 
our brothers. On the other hand, Azerbaijan is an inde- 
pendent state. We want Azerbaijan to stand on its own 
feet. Azerbaijan governs itself. We cannot interfere with 
it. The only thing we want for Azerbaijan is stability. The 
primary issue is not who runs Azerbaijan. The primary 
issue is a regime “at conforms with the will of the 
Azerbaijani people. | we appointed a person to admin- 
ister Azerbaijan, then we would be interfering in Azer- 
baijan’s domestic affairs. 


[TURKIYE] Has any distance been covered in Turkey's 
policies toward the Turkic republics? 


[Demirel] These countries are just celebrating their 
second anniversary of independence. That is, this is a 
very short time for societies that have remained apart for 
200 years to suddenly get to know each other and act 
upon that. Turkey has established extremely good rela- 
tions with these countries. Above all, Turkey made these 
countries known to the world. It ensured their member- 
ship in various organs in Europe. Turkey has exerted 
efforts and ensured their CSCE and UN memberships. 
The greatest thing that the True Path Party government 
under my person accomplished in 1992 was to bring 
10,000 young men from these republics to study in 
schools in Turkey. We repaired Hoca Ahmet Yesevi's 
mausoleum. We are building a mosque in Ashgabat. We 
passed a law for the establishment of a university at the 
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burial place of Hoca Ahmet Yesevi. Also, the founda- 
tions will be laid for the mosque in Tokyo. Everything is 
ready on this issue. I think the foundation will be laid in 
February. 

[TURKIYE] There are claims that Ocalan, the leader of 
the separatist organization, has been detained. 


[Demirel] I have not received such information. | just 
talked with the Iranian prime minister, who said that 
Iran will be part of no action that would upset Turkey. 
There are terrorist groups in various locations in Iran. I 
said that we should act jointly against them, that we 
should discuss this. A Kurdish state to be established in 
northern Iraq would soon spread over the territories of 
the two countries. The dismemberment of Iraq would 
create an unprecedented problem in thc Middle East. 
Talks were held between Turkey, Syria, and Iran. 
Velayati went to Damascus and discussed this matter, 
and then came here and talked with esteemed Cetin. 
Esteemed Cetin then conveyed his views to me, and I 
spoke with the Iranian vice president. 

We have not cut off Syria’s water. We have not dried up 
Syria's gardens and ficids. Some 1,000 cubic meters of 
water is let through. Syria uses just one-tenth of it. That 
is, there is no such thing as Turkey using water as a 
trump card to apply pressure on Syria. 


[TURKIYE] How much do you trust Talabani? Talabani 
is saying that Ozal has told him “we should recognize 
rights to the PKK [Kurdish Workers Party]?” 


[Demirel] I doubt the possibility of such a thing. Had 
there been such a thing, Ozal would have told me. The 
president and prime minister are both responsible for the 
affairs of state. They cannot act upon important issues 
without the knowledge of the other. This is a very 
important issue, and had there been such a thing he 
would have told me. We do not consider Ocalan and the 
PKK as our counterpart, and therefore we cannot ask 
anyone to convey a message to another person in our 
name. Our position on the cease-fire is as follows: If 
those committing crimes decide to put an end to these 
crimes, we cannot tell them not to stop but to continue. 
This is because as a country we want to do away with this 


problem. 


{[TURKIYE] How do you assess Tansu Ciller’s state- 
ments on this issue? 


[Demirel] They were corrected eventually. Her state- 
ments were misunderstood. She straightened them out in 
a statement to her parliamentary group. They might have 
been a slip of the tongue. 


Assesses 1993 Accomplishments 
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[Report by Serpil Cevikcan: “Demirel: PKK Supporters 
Cannot Run in the Elections”—punctuation as pub- 
lished] 


urkey. i 
tial palace and the government, Demirel said “contem- 
porary relations exist between the two sides.” 


Demirel assessed 1993 for MILLIYET and replied to the 


of individuals who have relations with the PKK may 
contest the elections has caused anxiety. Certain people 
may believe that the PKK is in southeastern 
Turkey. Those who have relations with the PKK cannot 
participate in the elections. The state will take the 
necessary measures. It will screen the candidates.” 


Ocalan and Syria: “The information we have indicates 
that Abdullah Ocalan is in Syria. Syrian officials neither 
deny nor confirm that he is in that country. We expect 
Syria to be more understanding and helpful. Syria would 
do the right thing by returning Ocalan to Turkey.” 


Terrorism: “One of the objectives of the PKK bandits is 
to establish liberated cities and villages in a corner of this 
country. They will not succeed in achieving their objec- 
tive. They are lost between the mountains and the urban 
areas. The state is in control of the entire country. A state 
of uncertainty exists at the present time. Incidents may 
occur until the problems are rendered ineffective if not 
completely resolved. The state maintains a determined 
stand.” 


Kurdish Television and Education: “As far as the state is 
concerned, rendering the criminal PKK ineffective has 
priority over everything else. That cannot be achieved 
through certain moves that may be interpreted as con- 
cessions from the authority of the state and the effective- 
ness of the laws. The state will definitely render the 
armed bands on the mountains ineffective. Nothing can 
be more important than that.” 


President's Office: “One of the most important develop- 
ments in 1993 was the appointment of a new president 
and the change of administration without a crisis in 
Turkey. An argument cannot be made on the post of the 
president any more. | am convinced that that is very 
important for strengthening democracy in our country. 
The state is functioning and all the establishments are 
working. Both the regime and the state are functioning. 








such case and I shall see to it that it is corrected.” 
Elections and Government: “I do not expect the govern- 


not believe that the elections will create instability.” 


Relations With the True Path Party: “I have been the 
head of a political movement for 30 years. I have not 
currently undertaken any political activity from the 
point of view of party . Nevertheless, I cannot 


' democracy 
end my ties with the people | have worked with in 


Government and ANAYOL [True Path Party- 
































Hi 








tit 











iy id 
He entree jet 
i! ail HIF 

rin ee, 

‘ih stead 
RIE] HE ee 
Ht i pe te 
ie iy BE u 
Nagi ADL le 
dahl diate de 
nia ith af 











END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
f @ 











FAT 





Ce —— 


